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MDGA Membership 
As of January 31, 2020  

Members - 345 

Lifetime Members - 102 

____________________________________

MDGA by the Numbers 

Registered Minis as of end of January 2020 
Mini Alpine     1182   Grade Mini Alpine            69 
Mini LaMancha     4843    Grade Mini LaMancha         292   
Mini Nubian     10770 Grade Mini Nubian          513 
Mini Oberhasli         460   Grade Mini Oberhasli            23 
Mini Guernsey           22        
Mini Saanen/Sable  191 Grade Mini Saanen/Sable    37 
Mini Toggenburg     140 Grade Mini Toggenburg         5 
Nigerian.                    665  

V-Show News 
 All V-show entries are $5 per ring.  We no longer only charge 
per goat.  For example: for the normal two-ring V-show, the 
entry fee will be $10 per entry (1 goat = $10, 3 goats = $30) 
 All entries must be entered in both rings, we're unable to take 
any single ring entries at this time as it would be too confusing 
for the judges

Tattoo Letter 
for 2020 

M
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What’s New With MDGA! 

Mary Richardson is MDGA’s 100th Life Member!! 

____________________________________ 

MDGA now has a dedicated person to answer miniature 
dairy goat related questions. 

After almost 9 years as an MDGA registrar, Jacqui Wilcox is 
now providing Member Service by phone or email  

Monday - Friday 9:30 - 5:30 pacific time.  
She can be reached at (360)953-7040 & 

mdga@miniaturedairygoats.net  

_______________________________________ 

A warm welcome to Crystal & Mary Anne as they join 
Shelley as MDGA Registrars.  

You can contact them at: 
Shelley - (360)953-7056 - Kennewick, WA 

Crystal - (360)918-3864 - Everton, MO 
Mary Anne (Grade) - (918)619-5083 - Chelsea, OK 

******** 
Please mail registration & transfer paperwork to the 

registrar that processes your breeds for speedy processing.  
Addresses can be found on the MDGA website  

_________________________________________ 

MDGA Membership Chair Tiffany Wilcox can be reached 
at (360)953-7040 if you have any membership questions. 

You can mail applications and payment for membership to  
PO Box 1534 

Woodland WA 98674 

The Registrars:

Crystal Eutsler
Mini-Nubian, Mini-Saanen, Mini-Sable 
& Mini-Toggenburg
registrar1@miniaturedairygoats.net
360-918-3864

Shelley Weber
Mini-Alpine, Mini-LaMancha, Mini-
Guernsey, Mini-Oberhasli, & Nigerian 
Dwarf
registrar2@miniaturedairygoats.net
360-953-7056

Mary Anne Buchanan
All Grade Minis
registrar3@miniaturedairygoats.net 

The Program Chairs:

DHI milk Test Chair 
Crystal Eutsler 
 DHIA 305-Day coordinator
305day@miniaturedairygoats.net


DHIA 1-Day Milk Test coordinator 

Mary-Ann Buchanan

1day@miniaturedairygoats.net


Artificial Insemination Chair 
Thanh Duong
ai@miniaturedairygoats.net

Membership & V-Show chair/
Webmaster  
Tiffany Wilcox
membership@miniaturedairygoats.net 
vshow@miniaturedairygats.net 

Live Show Chair 
Shelley Weber
show@miniaturedairygoats.net 

Judges Training Chair 
Ed Kinser 
Jeanie Carson - assistant
judgestraining@miniaturedairygoats.net

Davis Testing Chair 
Carla Kirby
davis.testing@miniaturedairygoats.net

Evaluation Committee Chair
Linda Sennott
Jacqui Wilcox - coordinator 

mailto:mdga@miniaturedairygoats.net
http://www.apple.com
mailto:mdga@miniaturedairygoats.net
http://www.apple.com
mailto:registrar@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:registrar@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:registrar3@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:DHIA@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:1day@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:membership@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:vshow@miniaturedairygats.net
mailto:show@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:judgestraining@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:davis.testing@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:registrar@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:registrar@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:registrar3@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:DHIA@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:1day@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:membership@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:vshow@miniaturedairygats.net
mailto:show@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:judgestraining@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:davis.testing@miniaturedairygoats.net
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Natural health 

There a few basic items you can keep on hand 

ARNICA
Arnica is a flowering plant in the sunflower family, known commonly as wolf’s bane or mountain tobacco. Useful for 
treating generalized pain, and assisting healing tissue damage. It can be administered both orally, mainly for pain 
relief, and topically for bruising and swelling. It doesn’t have the harmful side effects that Banamine has.

GARLIC
Garlic has a lot of value in treating sick goats and promoting general daily health and well being. The Allicin contained 
in raw garlic naturally combats parasites, bacteria, viruses and fungi. It has antibiotic, antibacterial & anti-allergy 
qualities. Feeding your goats raw garlic daily can greatly improve their general health. However, it can change the 
flavor of your milk.

CAYENNE
Cayenne is a cornerstone in a lot of herbal treatments. It is often used as a stimulant, so is useful in treating goat kids 
that are lethargic  or just need a boost. It’s most often used as a tincture made with raw apple cider vinegar. Cayenne 
is also antiseptic and styptic, so it’s powder form is often used to stop bleeding in place of traditional blood stop 
powder. Be sure that when you’re using cayenne medicinally that it’s 40,000 hu (heat units) – most cooking grade 
cayenne has a much lower hu.

BLACKBERRY LEAVES
Blackberry leaves have been used with goats that have had issues with scouring. Blackberry leaves are astringent 
and great for treating scours or other stomach issues. They’re also great for mouth issues such as ulcers or inflamed 
gums. Fresh leaves are given when the season is right, and it is a good idea to keep plenty of dried leaves on hand 
for the winter months

RAW APPLE CIDER VINEGAR
Raw apple cider vinegar with “the mother” has many health benefits for goats when added to their drinking water daily. 
It helps maintain a healthy pH balance in the intestinal tract, deters internal parasites, can assist with preventing 
urinary calculi in bucks, and inhibits algae growth in water buckets in the warm months.
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Tattooing Your Goats
BY TIFFSTER · 01/15/2019

MDGA accepts tattoos and/or microchips as forms of identification; however, you MUST assign and list 
your animal’s tattoo sequence (both right and left ears) on the registration application when filling out for 
registration. The breeder’s tattoo information for each goat registered serves as permanent, unique 
identification, This aids purchasers without chip readers to tattoo the goat themselves with the correct tattoo 
information.

__________________________
Right Ear Example                                                             Left Ear example
The farm tattoo is placed in the goat’s right ear.           The year letter and birth order number

illustrations by Megan Wilcox.

http://amzn.to/2plvGnM
https://featherandscalefarm.com/after-the-kidding-baby-goat-care/
https://miniaturedairygoats.net/author/tiffster/
http://amzn.to/2plvGnM
https://featherandscalefarm.com/after-the-kidding-baby-goat-care/
https://miniaturedairygoats.net/author/tiffster/
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Make sure the correct tattoo goes in each of the goat’s right and left ears. 
When the tattoo operator is facing the goat, the goat’s right ear will be on
the operator’s left, and its left ear will be on the operator’s right

Example:
The goat pictured has the tattoo letters “DSW” in his right ear and “D10”
 in his left ear.
He was born in 2013, so his year tattoo letter is D. He was the 10th kid 
born on the farm that year, so the number 10 goes after the D.
Each kid born within a calendar year should receive a unique number. 
Most people start with a “1” for the first kid born, then continue with “2,” 
“3,” “4,” “5,” etc., for the subsequent kids born that year. Some people will 
add a “0” in front of the numbers 1 through 9: “E01”. Either way of numbering (“E1” or “E01”) is 
acceptable. The left ear tattoo, consequently, includes the letter for the year and the kid’s number such as 
“E1”.

Tattooing a goat is a fairly simple operation - so simple that it can hardly be termed an operation.
Success depends entirely upon the tattoo operator. Just follow the instructions below. 
Tip: To avoid staining one’s hands, gloves can be worn.
1. Hold the animal securely. A small kid can be held between the operator’s knees. With a larger goat, it 
may be easier to put a halter on it and tie it rather tightly or put it on a milk stand.
2. Using a cloth dampened with alcohol, cleanse the area of the ear to be tattooed to remove dirt, grease, 
and wax. (Note: When tattooing a Mini-LaMancha, the tattoo is placed in the thin webbing at the base of 
the tail, using the same technique. Breeders of other breeds have started using the tail web as well for 
tattoo placement, this is an acceptable practice) 
3. Insert the correct symbols for the tattoo in a tattoo plier. Check the correctness of the tattoo by 
impressing it in a sheet of paper. This insures they are facing the right direction.
4. Choose the location for the tattoo so that it will be parallel to and between the veins or cartilaginous 
ridges of the ear, as the accidental piercing of a good-size vein may spoil the tattoo & cause heavy 
bleeding. Also, choose an area free from any freckles or warts that might obscure the tattoo.
5. Cover the area of skin to be tattooed with a layer of ink. Green ink is better than black ink, especially on 
animals with darker skin color. Using the paste ink rather than the liquid ink is more effective. Also, place a 
little ink on the needles of the tattoo plier, as the ink is carried into the holes better, causing the tattoo to 
last longer. Using an old toothbrush to put the ink on the needles and ear works well.
6. When tattooing the goat, tattoo with the plier handles facing downward. Otherwise, the tattoo will be 
upside down. Make the imprint with a quick, firm closing of the tattoo pliers.
Sometimes the needles will go all the way through the ear, but don’t panic; just gently pull the ear free. If 
the ink is rubbed on the outside of the ear, it will work as a blood stop. Immediately after releasing the 
pliers, it is important to apply more ink to the ear and rub vigorously and continuously for a few seconds to 
insure that ink penetrates the impressions. The most effective way to do this is to rub the ink into the 
impressions with thumb and forefinger, although a stiff brush may be used.
7. Do not disturb the tattooed area until the healing process is complete, which, depending on the age of 
the animal, may be from 5 to 21 days.
8. Keep a list of correlating animals’ names and tattoo numbers. Also, enter each animal’s tattoo 
number(s) in their private breeding records.
9. To read the tattoo on a dark-eared animal, hold a flashlight against the outside of the ear.
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Goat Keeping Class in Florida
Submitted by Jill Hoenmans

  
February, in Florida, is wonderful to experience, in general. With that as the backdrop, add the presence of 
long time miniature dairy goat breeder, Eliya Elmquist, of Green Gables Mini Nubians, all the way from 
Wisconsin, to conduct a day of goat care, confirmation and tips on photographing and preparing for 
showing, and you have perfection. 

Hosted by Stacey McLaughlin of Giving Tree Farm in Myakka City, FL, 13 attendees participated in an all 
day class that covered a range of topics important for goat handling overall, but also included key things 
for dairy goat and mini dairy goat owners/breeders specifically. After introductions were complete, where it 
was learned that people travelled from as far as Montana and Texas, for this event, and that many who 
currently reside in FL are transplants (several recently) from Oregon, North Carolina, New York and 
Virginia. With such a cross section of the country, there was much discussion and participation among 
attendees - adding another dimension to the class.

Items covered included basic care such as feeding, including forage, hay, herbal options, minerals, and 
other supplements, proper hoof care and general health. Handouts provided detailed nutritional 
composition between traditional Alfalfa hay and possible native forage options. Discussions included ways 
to best utilize what is available in specific areas, how best to feed hay to minimize waste and lessen 
exposure to parasites, parasite management, minerals, soil health and healthy rumen management.

The morning session was followed by lunch, provided by Stacey McLaughlin, Jill Hoenmans and Debby 
Lodrini, a long time Mini Nubian breeder, and well known for her Sheepgate Farm in New York, now 
resident of Arcadia, FL with her new venture, Peace Like A River Homestead, provided chèvre, from the 
milk of her does, that is formed and aged for a rich yet smooth flavored cheese, more firm than traditional 
chèvre, and utterly delicious. Hoenmans, of Little Garden of Eat’n, Ona, FL (recently relocated from VA) 
provided several items, including dishes made with goat meat, as well as Feta and chèvre made from 
Lodrini’s does’ milk. McLaughlin rounded out the meal with a selection of freshly cut fruit, salad and bread 
as well as beverages. 

_________Lunch break photos_________
Lunch was a mixed affair... Chèvre topped with honey and lavender, Berry Good Chevre (blueberries, 
cherries and cranberries,) Feta, Marinated Feta, Fresh Fruit, Spanakopita, Goat Meat Pies, Feta and 
Spinach Quiche, Bacon and Cheddar Quiche, and Braised Goat Leg Shanks.
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After lunch, the session continued with a slide show on how best to photograph goats to show them at their 
best, while portraying them accurately. This provided an easy transition to discussing conformation overall, 
with emphasis on identifying dairy strength, as well as functionality of correct conformation. To best illustrate 
how important presentation is for correct assessment, McLaughlin selected one of her does to be given a clip 
to show the impact a dairy clip and full body clip can have on overall appearance. 

The day wrapped up with a review of the MDGA scorecard - and how each item directly related to the 
functionality of the animal. 

There was much interaction and shared experiences, and overall engagement throughout the day. At the 
conclusion, there was some discussion of making it an annual event, with the possibility of expanding to a 
multi-day class, that may include more items, such as cheesemaking and soap/lotion making.

________Photos of session________
After demonstrating clipping, various parts of the doe were pointed out - 
and how to “set up”
. 

Eliya discussing importance of presentation with an informative slide show on how to best present your goats 
through pictures

Sunny gives her mama Stacy some love when it is all over.
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Resource Links
 
The links listed here can be useful to any dairy goat 
owner – List is organized in alphabetical order, not in 
order of preference. 

SUPPLIERS:

Caprine Supply 
(http://www.caprinesupply.com/) 

Hamby Dairy Supply  
(www.hambydairysupply.com) 

Heritage Animal Health 
(http://www.heritageanimalhealth.com) 

Jeffers 
(http://www.jefferslivestock.com/) 

Jolly German Livestock Supplies 
(www.goatworld.com/store/) 

Mid-States Wool Growers Co-op (Sheep & 
goat supplies) 
(http://www.midstateswoolgrowers.com/) 

Nasco Farm and Ranch 
(www.enasco.com/farmandranch) 

PBS Animal Health 
(http://www.pbsanimalhealth.com/) 

Pipestone Veterinary Supply  
(http://www.pipevet.com/) 

Premier 
(http://www.premier1supplies.com/) 

Valley Vet Supply 
(http://www.valleyvet.com/) 

Goat health links: 

Fiasco Farm 
www.fiascofarm.com

Life members

Thank you to all our life time supporters

Adetoro, Zaheed - Allen, Lavinia  (MDGA '20 judge)
Barnhill, Teresa - Bates , Gary - Bell, Steve 

Berger, Tonya - Braund, Chelsie - Brown, Ronald 
Buoni, Valerie - Caldwell, Holly, 

Campanali, AshleyAnn - Carpentier, Kelly, 
Clark, Shelley - Colunio, Geraldine - Cox, Darren,  

Crawmer, Kimberly - Crockett, Jason - Dahm, Ruth, 
Degenhardt, Sonya - DeGuire, Karen,

Deitch, Courtney - Denyes, Laura - Derer, Annette,
Duong, Thanh - Elkins, Jessica - Elmquist, Eliya,

Epler, Natalie - Eutsler, Crystal (MDGA '18 -'23 judge), 
Evans, Hannah - Fernicola, Vincenzo - Fitch, Kara, 

Floyd, Kristina - Ford, Scotty - Foster, Loretta,
Franklin, Nora (Christy) - Gayler, Mariah, 

Gibson, Elizabeth - Goodart, Marie - Groth, Kathryn, 
Gunn, Jr, Keith - Hackman, Dannette - Hall, Maureen, 

Harwell, Julie - Hayden, Deborah - Hodges, Patricia, 
Hoenmans, Jill - Hunt, Joslyn - Hunter, Tiffany, 

Hurlburt, Kathleen - Jernigan, Missy - William, Jessica, 
Joyce,Sharon E - Keyser, Geneme - Kirkbride, Kevin, 

Kline, Heather - Larsen, Christy - Le Brun, Anita J., 
MacFadden, Missi - Maher, Benjamin, 

Menard, Magan - Miller, Ramsey - Minck, Susan, 
Montague, Elisabeth - Richardson, M - Moze, Daryl, 
Myer, Kathleen - Newberry, Jessica - ONeal, Kerry, 

Pfaltzgraff, Elise - Poston, Judy - Reed, Kristi T, 
Reed, Melissa - Reich, Krystal - Rosell, Jimena, 

Roy, Brittany - Sanders, Ashley - Schmidt, Elizabeth, 
Sennott, Linda - Shaw, Quintin - Sherman, Karie, 
Shinkle, Rose - Steiner, Stacy - Studdard, Gena, 

Tarver, Paula - Terrill, Paula,
 Tervo Regina(20’ MDGA Judge) - Thomas,Terry  

Valentine, Wendy, Vestnes, Helge, 
Voissem, Jeunique, Weber, Shelley - Weber, Natalie, 

Webster, Jared - Welk, Karen - Wilcox, Jacqui
 Wilcox, Tiffany - Wilcox, Kailey - Wolfe, Clarence F. Jr. 
Wood, Timothy, Woodard, Elizabeth - Workman, Laura 

Zandbergen, Jennifer

If somehow I have missed listing any life 
members  here, please contact me & I will be sure 

list you in the next newsletter.

http://www.caprinesupply.com/
http://www.hambydairysupply.com
http://www.heritageanimalhealth.com
http://www.jefferslivestock.com/
http://www.goatworld.com/store/
http://www.midstateswoolgrowers.com/
http://www.enasco.com/farmandranch
http://www.pbsanimalhealth.com/
http://www.pipevet.com/
http://www.premier1supplies.com/
http://www.valleyvet.com/
http://www.fiascofarm.com
http://www.caprinesupply.com/
http://www.hambydairysupply.com
http://www.heritageanimalhealth.com
http://www.jefferslivestock.com/
http://www.goatworld.com/store/
http://www.midstateswoolgrowers.com/
http://www.enasco.com/farmandranch
http://www.pbsanimalhealth.com/
http://www.pipevet.com/
http://www.premier1supplies.com/
http://www.valleyvet.com/
http://www.fiascofarm.com
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Washington

Daystar's Farm - Jacqui Wilcox
Woodland, WA 98674
daystarsfarm@daystarsfarm.com 
http://www.daystarsfarm.com
Breeding quality Mini Nubians for milk & show since 2002

West Virginia

Faith Haven Hollow Dairy Goat Farm
West Union, WV 26456
faithhavenhollowdairygoats@hotmail.com
http://www.Faithhavenhollowdairygoats.com
(304) 914-1219
Breeding of Mini Nubians and Nigerian Dwarf Goats
___________________________________ 

Members 
This will be the last newsletter with paid membership listings

Texas 

Hill Country Mini Milkers
TX

Email: hillcountryminimilkers@gmail.com
Website: http://www.HillCountryMiniMilkers.org

Washington 

Pacific Northwest Dairy Goat Club
WA

Email: pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
Website: https://pnwmdgc.com

__________________________________ 

Important Terms to know
Grade Foundation Doe: 

A goat from unknown pedigree, or 
partially unknown. May be a recorded 
grade or registered Experimental with 

ADGA, or be an unregistered doe.

MDGA Experimental: 
MDGA considers offspring of 2 registered 

parents, in most cases a reg. Nigerian 
Dwarf & a reg. standard dairy goat (ADGA - 
American or ADGA/AGS - Purebred) to be 

a 1st gen Experimental. 
A 2nd gen Experimental would be the 

offspring of a registered 1st gen 
Experimental crossed with a reg. 1st gen or 

higher Mini of the same breed.

Mini Goat Clubs 
Listed free  

Washington

Pacific Northwest Dairy Goat Club
Cowlitz County Fairgrounds - Longview, WA
June 27 2020
3 Ring dual sanctioned show & milk test competition. 
See website for more information!
pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
https://pnwmdgc.com

Texas

Hill Country Mini Milkers
Kendall County Fairgrounds - Boerne, Texas
Sunday - May 17, 2020
2 Ring Mini Nubian Show - Junior and Senior Does
www.HillCountryMiniMilkers.org
https://www.facebook.com/HCMMTX/
Show Chair: Kerry O’Neal
hillcountryminimilkers@gmail.com

Kentucky

KY Quad Mini Squad  - KYMini Dairy Goat Classic
Edmonton, KY 
Saturday - May 16, 2020
2 Ring Mini  Show - Jr & Sr does
2 Ring Nigerian Dwarf Show  - Jr & Sr does
Show Chair: Dee Daniels - 270-792-3868
kymdgc@gmail.com 

Shows/Events

http://www.HillCountryMiniMilkers.org
mailto:pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
https://pnwmdgc.com
http://www.apple.com
mailto:pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
https://pnwmdgc.com
http://www.hillcountryminimilkers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HCMMTX/
mailto:hillcountryminimilkers@gmail.com
mailto:kymdgc@gmail.com
http://www.apple.com
mailto:pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
https://pnwmdgc.com
http://www.hillcountryminimilkers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HCMMTX/
mailto:hillcountryminimilkers@gmail.com
mailto:kymdgc@gmail.com
mailto:pnwminidairygoatclub@gmail.com
https://pnwmdgc.com
mailto:daystarsfarm@daystarsfarm.com
http://www.daystarsfarm.com
mailto:faithhavenhollowdairygoats@hotmail.com
http://www.Faithhavenhollowdairygoats.com
mailto:daystarsfarm@daystarsfarm.com
http://www.daystarsfarm.com
mailto:faithhavenhollowdairygoats@hotmail.com
http://www.Faithhavenhollowdairygoats.com
http://www.HillCountryMiniMilkers.org
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Have a story, club, show, resource link, recipe 

or anything else Mini goat related you think members

 would enjoy or benefit from? 

Send them to: Jacqui at  
newsletter@miniaturedairygoats.net 

Please submit your ideas by the 15th of the month. 

Feel free to contact us if you have questions.

Newsletter Deadline Dates:
January 15th - January/February issue 

March 15th - March/April issue 
May 15th - May/June issue 

July 15th - July/August issue 
September 15th - September/October issue 

November 15th - November/December issue

Tattoo Letters List by year
______________________________ 

2010: A    2017: J    2024: S
2011: B    2018: K    2025: T
2012: C    2019: L    2026: V

2013: D    2020: M    2027: W
2014: E    2021: N    2028: X
2015: F    2022: P    2029: Y
2016: H    2023: R    2030: Z

______________________________
The letters “G,” “I,” “O,” “Q,” and “U” are not used to designate a year, as they can be mistaken for 

another letter if the tattoo is not clear.

mailto:newsletter@miniaturedairygoats.net
mailto:newsletter@miniaturedairygoats.net
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