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MDGA General Faults — Discussion

Faults are structural shortcomings that can reduce productivity and longevity of miniature
dairy goats. Some faults range in severity from slight, to moderate, to serious. The degree
of each fault is often a matter of judgment.

e Aslight fault has little or no impact on placing.
¢ A moderate fault may cause a minor change in placing.
e A serious fault should definitely be considered when making placements.

The next two stages, Very Serious Faults and Disqualifications, are not subjective. Very
serious faults must strongly influence placing and cannot be ignored. Disqualifications are
structural issues that severely limit productivity and longevity, barring the animal from
competition. Rather than excusing the animal from the ring, it may be placed at the end of
the class with appropriate oral reasons. Disqualified animals are not included in the official
count, and the judge must notify the show secretary.

Faults fall into two categories: general faults (which apply to all breeds) and breed-
specific faults (which usually involve cosmetic traits such as color, ears, or nose bridge).
Reproductive function is just as important as milk production, and ease of management
should also be weighed. Cosmetic features rarely affect function.

More commonly, goats will exhibit a combination of slight, moderate, and serious faults
that balance out when animals are compared. Since no goat is perfect, the judge should
reward the goat with the fewest and least significant faults.

General Faults

There are 21 general faults that may range in severity depending on degree (slight to
moderate to serious).

1. Large horn scurs or stubs - unsightly and potentially dangerous, leading to
management issues. (Note: natural horns or scurs longer than 2 inches are not
permitted in the show ring)

2. Undershot or overshot jaw - misalignment of teeth reduces grazing efficiency and
productivity. A one-inch difference is considered serious.

3. Enlarged knees or non-disabling lameness - hinders movement to feed, browse,
or milk areas, reducing productivity. Especially problematic in heavily pregnant
does. (Ensure lameness is hot due to over-trimmed hooves.)
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Bowed, buck, or crooked knees - distorted leg structure, lowering the front
assembly and affecting movement.

Small boned for body size - indicates frailty, weak skeletal support, and lower
productivity.

Loose, winged, or heavy shoulders - causes weakness in the front assembly and
may impair movement.

Narrow chest or pinched heart girth - reduces strength, proportion, and in severe
cases, respiratory efficiency.

Short, shallow, or narrow body - limits digestive capacity, milk production, and
reproductive efficiency.

Low back or steep rump - affects ease of motion and udder support, may
complicate kidding.

Broken or wry tail - usually slight, but more serious if it interferes with defecation or
kidding.

Close hocks - associated with poor movement and weaker mammary support.
Swollen hocks - stress on rear legs leading to impaired movement.

Swollen stifles - stress on rear legs, restricting movement. (May indicate CAE but
judge should only note the structure.)

Postiness - inadequate rear leg angulation reduces ease of motion.

Hind legs close together - narrows escutcheon, limits udder space, and causes
movement issues.

Weak or sprung pasterns - early motion problems and foot irregularities; serious
when dewclaws at the same level as the heel.

Crooked or turned-out feet - cause early breakdown, foot disease, and trimming
challenges.

Udder with beefy texture or pocket - reduces production potential and may
become very serious if hard/swollen.

Poor udder attachments - weak front, rear, or side attachments compromise udder
support and function.

20. Poor udder division or scar tissue - reduces support, shape, and medial

21.

suspensory definition.
Teat faults -These vary in severity (slight to moderate to severe) depending on how
much they hinder efficient milk-out.
a. Set close together
Bulbous
Extremely large or small
Pointed sideways
Uneven in size
Having small streams or otherwise hard to milk
Not clearly separated from udder
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Very Serious Faults

These faults severely restrict productivity and must be reflected in placing.

Mammary System (Does):

1.

2.

Pendulous udder - Prone to damage and disease, reducing longevity and function.

Too distended to determine texture (over-uddering) - Common in show
preparation; restricts blood flow, risks mastitis, and hardening. Judges should prefer
soft, elastic udders.

Hard or swollen udder - Acceptable up to 3-4 weeks fresh; beyond that indicates
chronic mastitis or poor udder health.

Severe udder imbalance - One half less than half the size of the other, reducing
symmetry, balance, and often tied to mastitis or low production.

Udder lacking size - Out of proportion to the doe's frame, showing inadequate
capacity or productivity.

Double orifice in teats - Inhibits normal milk flow, complicates sanitation, and
creates milking problems.

Extra teats or removed teats - Detracts from appearance and may create sites for
bacterial infection or high cell counts. If extra teats interfere with normal milking, this
condition is considered a disqualification.

Chronic leaking orifices - May begin as temporary over-uddering but, when
ongoing, allow bacterial invasion and shorten productive life.

Misplaced orifices - Make milk-out difficult and unsanitary, reducing efficiency and
udder health.

Other Very Serious Faults:

Does: Crooked face - Unsightly and may interfere with normal eating or breathing,
reducing overall function and longevity.

Severely crooked or malformed feet - Lead to lameness, structural breakdown,
increased disease risk, and difficult management.
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MDGA Disqualifications

General Disqualifications

These conditions are considered so severe that they disqualify the animal from
competition. Goats with these faults must be placed at the end of the class, not counted in
the sanction, and reported by the judge to the show secretary.
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Over height animals - Miniature American or Purebred does or bucks exceeding
maximum heights

Breeds Does Bucks
Nigerian Dwarf 22.5in 23.51n
Mini Toggenburg 25in 271in
Mini Guernsey, Mini LaMancha, Mini Oberhasli 27in 29in
Mini Alpine, Mini Nubian, Mini Saanen, Mini Sable 291in 31in

Nigerian Dwarf over or under height - Does over 22.5 in and bucks over 23.5 in. Does
or bucks over 2 years of age under 17 in.

Total blindness - May be identified by lack of eye response to quick hand movement.
(Note: temporary pinkeye blindness is a health issue, not a structural disqualification.)
Serious emaciation - Indicates advanced disease or poor management. Severely
underconditioned animals should not be shown.

Permanent lameness or difficulty walking - Advanced stage of structural breakdown
that restricts movement.

Blind or nonfunctioning half of udder - Includes halves lost to mastitis or
mastectomy.

Blind teat - Teat lacking an orifice, seen in does and bucks.

Double teat(s) - Duplication of teat structure beyond a simple double orifice.

Extra teat(s) interfering with milking - More advanced than a general fault.

. Active mastitis or abnormal milk - Includes inflamed, hot, or hard udders with

abnormal secretions.

Evidence of hermaphroditism or inability to reproduce - Includes abnormal vulva
structure or other indicators of intersex conditions.

Permanent physical defects such as hernia - True hernias with intestinal protrusion
are hereditary and disqualifying.

Bucks: Crooked face - More severe than in does, considered hereditary.

Bucks: Extra teat(s) cut off - Unsightly and potentially harmful, especially if leaving
blind pockets.

Bucks: Double orifice in teats - Disqualifying in males.

Bucks: only one testicle or abnormal testicles - Includes cryptorchidism or atrophied
testicles.

Evidence of myotonia - Animals showing stiff-legged fainting response or clear signs
of myotonia are disqualified.

Horns - Naturally horned animals are not allowed in the show ring.

Suspicious lumps, sore mouth, cocci, or other obvious contagious health issues -
Animals showing signs of contagious disease may not be shown.
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Breed Specific Faults and Disqualifications

Failure to meet breed character does not prevent registration in the Experimental registry.
Animals lacking correct breed character by the 3rd generation, or later generations that do
not conform, may still be registered as Experimental, with an asterisk (") after the
registration number to indicate non-conformance. It is common for early generations to
lack full breed traits, especially in color (Mini Oberhasli, Mini Saanen, Mini Toggenburg) or
ear type (Mini LaMancha, Mini Nubian) thus allowances given for Experimentals.

Breed

Faults

Disqualifications

Mini Alpine

Mini Guernsey

Mini LaMancha

Mini Nubian

® American or Purebred: Toggenburg
coloring

® American or Purebred: All white

® Convex nose

® Convex nose (depending upon degree)

® American or Purebred: Swiss facial
stripes and/or rump marking (as on
Toggenburg or Oberhasli breeds)

® American or Purebred: Black hairs in the
coat

® American or Purebred Mature Does:
Dominantly white coat

® Experimental Does: Erect ears
® Experimental Bucks: Erect or elf ears
® Convex nose

® None

® Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears
® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31in

® American or Purebred: No gold tone to
skin on muzzle, ears, eyes, mammary,
scrotum, or under tail

® American or Purebred: Hair color other
than any shade of gold

® American or Purebred: Black markings or
spots in the hair over 1.5" in any direction

® Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears

B American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in

® American or Purebred Bucks: Erect or elf
ears

B American or Purebred Does: Erect ears

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in

® American: Ears other than drop or
pendulous; ears that do not reach the
start of the nostril

® Purebred: Ears other than pendulous; ears
that do not meet the end of mouth

® American or Purebred: Dished nose

® Purebred: Straight nose

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31in
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Breed
Mini Oberhasli

Mini Saanen

Mini Sable

Mini
Toggenburg

Nigerian Dwarf

Faults

American or Purebred Does: Small white
spots in hair

American or Purebred Bucks: Small
white spots in hair of bucks (more
serious in bucks than does)

American or Purebred: Several small
dark spots in hair
American or Purebred: Dark cream color

American or Purebred: Solid white or
cream color

American or Purebred: Cream markings
instead of typical white markings
American or Purebred: White spots less
than one inch

American or Purebred Does: Black
American or Purebred Does: White
stomach

American or Purebred Does: 1" or larger
white spot

American or Purebred Bucks: Small (less
than 1 inch) white spots

Convex nose

Disqualifications

B American or Purebred Bucks & Does:
Large white spot (1" in any direction)

® American or Purebred Does: Light belly

® American or Purebred: Pendulous or
LaMancha-type ears

® American or Purebred Bucks: Any color
other than red bay

® American or Purebred Does: Any color
other than red bay or black

® American or Purebred: Convex nose

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in

® American or Purebred: Any color other
than white or cream

® American or Purebred: Pendulous or
LaMancha-type ears

® American or Purebred: Convex nose

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in

® American or Purebred: Pendulous or
LaMancha-type ears

® American or Purebred: Convex nose

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in

® American or Purebred: Tricolor or piebald

® American or Purebred Bucks: Black

® American or Purebred Bucks: White
stomach

® American or Purebred Bucks: White spot
1" or larger

® Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears

® American or Purebred: Over-height

Maximum height: Does 25 in, Bucks 27 in

® Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears
® Over-height or Under-height (mature)

Maximum height: Does 22.5 in, Bucks 23.5 in

Minimum height (>2yrs): 17 in
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MDGA Fault Matrix Summary

General Faults

Head & Jaw

1. Large horn scurs or stubs
2. Undershot or overshot jaw

Front End Assembly & Frame
3. Enlarged knees or non-disabling
lameness
4. Bowed, buck, or crooked knees
5. Small boned for body size
6. Loose, winged, or heavy shoulders
7. Narrow chest or pinched heart girth
8. Short, shallow, or narrow body
9. Low back or steep rump
10. Broken or wry tail

Rear Legs & Feet
11. Close hocks
12. Swollen hocks
13. Swollen stifles
14. Postiness
15. Hind legs close together
16. Weak or sprung pasterns
17. Crooked or turned-out feet

Mammary System (Does)

18. Udder with beefy texture or pocket

19. Poor udder attachments

20. Poor udder division or scar tissue

21. Teat faults (a-g: close set, bulbous,
extreme size, sideways, uneven,
hard to milk, poorly defined from
udder)

Very Serious Faults

Mammary System (Does)
1. Pendulous udder
2. Too distended to determine texture
3. Hard or swollen udder (except
within 3-4 weeks fresh)
4. Severe udder imbalance (one half
less than half the other)
Udder lacking size
Double orifice in teats
Extra teats or removed teats
Chronic leaking orifices
Misplaced orifice
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Head
10. Does: Crooked face

Feet
11. Severely crooked or malformed
feet
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General Disqualifications

1. Over height animals - Miniature American or Purebred does or bucks exceeding
maximum heights

2. Nigerian Dwarf over or under height - Does over 22.5 in and bucks over 23.5 in. Does
or bucks over 2 years of age under 17 in.

3. Total blindness

4. Serious emaciation

5. Permanent lameness or difficulty walking

6. Blind or nonfunctioning half of udder

7. Blind teat

8. Double teat(s)

9. Extra teat(s) interfering with milking

10. Active mastitis or abnormal milk

11. Evidence of hermaphroditism or inability to reproduce

12. Permanent physical defects such as hernia

13. Bucks: Crooked face

14. Bucks: Extra teat(s) cut off

15. Bucks: Double orifice in teats

16. Bucks: only one testicle or abnormal testicles

17. Evidence of myotonia

18. Horns

19. Suspicious lumps, sore mouth, cocci, or other obvious contagious health issues



