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MDGA Showmanship Scorecard 

 

 

 Points Sub-
Total 

APPEARANCE OF ANIMAL   
Condition and Thriftiness - Animal should show normal growth and dairy 
character, neither over conditioned nor underweight. 10 

40 

Hair Coat - Hair should be clean and properly groomed. 
Hooves - Hooves should be trimmed and shaped to allow the animal to 
walk and stand naturally. 
Disbudding - Animal should be neatly disbudded if not naturally hornless. 

10 

Clipping - Entire body may be clipped if weather permits so the animal has 
a neat coat by show time. Breed-appropriate hair preparation is allowed. 
Tail, mammary area, and ears should be neatly trimmed. 

10 

Cleanliness - Animal should be clean and as free from stains as possible. 
Pay particular attention to legs, feet, tail area, nose, and ears. 10 

APPEARANCE OF EXHIBITOR   
 Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and dressed in a traditional white outfit. A 
long-sleeved white shirt and white pants are preferred. Optional 4-H or 
FFA accessories may be worn. Shoes and belts should be sturdy and 
coordinated in black, white, or brown. 

10 10 

HANDLING AND PRESENTATION   
Attention to the Judge - The exhibitor should maintain awareness of the 
Judge, follow instructions promptly, and stay attentive throughout the 
class. 
Setting Up the Animal - The handler should be able to position the goat 
quickly and accurately to show its strengths. 
Proper Pace While Leading - The exhibitor should lead the goat at a 
smooth, appropriate pace that highlights the animal’s natural movement. 
Correct Positioning - The handler should stay on the proper side of the 
goat and switch sides confidently when needed. 
Movement in the Line-Up - The exhibitor should change positions within 
the line-up efficiently and without disrupting others. 
Showing a Different Goat - When asked to exchange goats, the exhibitor 
should adapt easily and continue to show the new animal with skill. 
Calm and Respectful Behavior - Handlers must remain composed and 
treat all goats and fellow exhibitors with care, patience, and respect. 
Knowledge of the Animal - The exhibitor should be able to answer basic 
questions about goat anatomy, care, management, and general 
physiology. 

50 50 

TOTAL SCORE 100 100 
 


