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INTRODUCTION  
 
About the Miniature Dairy Goat Association 
The Miniature Dairy Goat Association is the leading registry dedicated to preserving, 
promoting, and advancing the miniature dairy goat breeds. MDGA maintains accurate 
herdbooks, supports responsible breeding, and provides exhibitors with opportunities to 
participate in both virtual and live sanctioned shows across the country. As interest in 
miniature dairy goats continues to rise, so does the importance of clear breed standards, 
consistent judging, and knowledgeable officials who can uphold the integrity of the 
registry. 
 
About the MDGA Herdbooks 
MDGA maintains several herdbooks that track the development and advancement of each 
miniature dairy goat breed. These books record generations, percentage calculations, and 
breeding progress as animals move from Experimental status toward American and 
ultimately Purebred levels. Accurate herdbook records ensure consistency in breed type 
and support the long-term integrity of the miniature dairy goat breeds. Judges benefit 
from understanding how herdbooks work because exhibitors may show animals at 
different stages of advancement within the same breed. 

Judging MDGA Shows 
For anyone who loves dairy goats, developing the skills to become a licensed judge can 
be a rewarding experience. The Miniature Dairy Goat Association has long been a leader in 
recognizing and registering miniature dairy goat breeds. As the number of sanctioned 
shows continues to grow nationwide, so does the need for qualified MDGA-licensed 
judges. Judges from ADGA and AGS have helped fill the gap, but the demand for MDGA 
judges is increasing. 

A successful judge is, in many ways, a good teacher. The show ring functions like a 
classroom. The “students” come in all shapes and sizes, including everyone involved in the 
event, such as handlers, owners, show staff, parents of youth exhibitors, and curious 
newcomers who may be considering goats for the first time. 

MDGA judges serve as representatives of the registry. They must be fair and consistent, 
and they must enter the ring prepared with a solid understanding of dairy goats. Judges’ 
Training is only the beginning. Growing as a judge is a long-term commitment to ongoing 
learning. 
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REQUIREMENTS AND OPTIONS FOR JUDGES’ TRAINING AND LICENSING 

 
1. Applicants seeking their first MDGA judge’s license. 

● Applicants seeking their first judge’s license must be 18 years of age or older, an 
MDGA member in good standing, and have some history of involvement with dairy 
goats, such as owning, breeding, handling, and/or showing. 

● To help prepare for testing, applicants should carefully study the MDGA Judges’ 
Manual. 

● Applicants seeking their first judge’s license will be expected to perform at 75% or 
better on the written MDGA Judge’s Test, and to perform at 75% or better on the 
practical test (successfully judging and giving reasons for the placement of goats in 
four or more classes). 

● MDGA requires applicants to complete a Judges’ Training Session, which includes 
training on the judges' manual, a written test, and a practical test.  Applicants will 
need to obtain the MDGA Judges’ Manual and should submit an “Application for 
MDGA Judge’s License” online.  The $50 fee includes the licensing fee for the first 
year. 

 

2.  One-day MDGA Judge’s License 
● A club or organization planning a sanctioned MDGA show, but NOT planning to use 

an MDGA, ADGA, or AGS-licensed judge, may ask their potential judge or judges to 
apply for a one-day license.   

● One-day licenses are typically used for and may be available for those with 
experience in livestock judging and evaluation, such as long-time breeders, well-
respected, skilled breeders, veterinarians, or extension specialists. 

● Successful applicants for a one-day license will receive an MDGA Judges’ Manual 
and must become familiar with all key parts before the show. 

● One-day license applications are available online. 
● There is a $15 fee for a one-day license, payable before the individual applying for 

the license receives final approval. 

FEES for JUDGES 
 

Judges’ Manual – The MDGA Judges’ Manual is available free as a PDF on the MDGA 
website to download. 

Testing - $50 (includes the fee for the first year’s license) 
Licenses -  

● Renewal fee for all judges, due by January 1st of each year- $10 (online open manual 
quiz required to pass at 75% (up to two tries) for renewal of license) 

● One-day license for approved judge- $15 (received after approval and completion 
of quiz) 

Judges’ Training (JT) session – The cost of a Judges’ Training Session will vary by location 
and the fees charged by the training judges; the cost will be shared by participants.  
Anyone interested in participating in this training should apply for Judge Training and 
Testing (online). 

https://airtable.com/appNskfu4SIbj4Cun/shr0ctw2KClcqXMdi
https://airtable.com/appNskfu4SIbj4Cun/shrdJOgjmfXclYTN1
https://airtable.com/appNskfu4SIbj4Cun/shr0ctw2KClcqXMdi
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SUGGESTED SCHEDULE FOR TRAINING SESSIONS 
 
I. Presentations by leaders—given orally, by slide show & hands-on 

● Judge professionalism 
● Conformation of a dairy goat  
● Anatomy (using correct terminology) 
● MDGA Scorecard 
● MDGA Fault Matrix 
● MDGA Show Rules (Live and Virtual) 
● Managing the ring 
● Evaluating and selecting placements in the ring 
● Giving reasons 
● Completing paperwork 

 
II. Written test (pass = 75% or higher) 
 
III. Ring Practice 

● Placing two or more classes 
● Giving reasons 

 
IV. Practical (pass = 75% or higher) two-part:  

1. Placing four classes with four entries each, with evaluation by one or 
more licensed judges.   

2. Giving reasons for one of the classes, determined by the judge.  
 
V. Must pass both the written and practical.  
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JUDGING ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
MDGA judges represent the registry and are expected to uphold the highest standards of 
professionalism, integrity, and fairness. Judges must create a positive, educational, and 
consistent experience for exhibitors, spectators, and show officials. 

Ethical Expectations 
● Follow all MDGA show rules. 
● Judge every animal solely on the merits it presents in the ring on that day. 
● Use correct terminology, clear communication, and constructive, educational 

reasons. 
● Maintain a calm, courteous, and professional demeanor at all times. 
● Present a professional appearance appropriate for the event conditions. 
● Work cooperatively with the Show Chairperson, Show Secretary, and other officials. 
● Judges shall not evaluate any animal in which they or an immediate family member 

held an ownership interest within the previous six months. 

Professional Conduct Before, During, and After the Show 
 
Before the Show 

● Arrive early enough to inspect the ring layout, footing, lighting, exhibitor entry and 
exit points, and to confirm that the PA system and required equipment (including 
height stick and ROA forms) are available. 

● Review the show order and any special instructions with the Show Secretary. 
● Refrain from discussing animals, herd quality, or anticipated outcomes with 

exhibitors prior to judging. 
● Decline gifts or hospitality that may imply favoritism. 
● Avoid advanced social media activity that references specific exhibitors or animals. 

During the Show 
● Give clear, consistent instructions to exhibitors for movement, setup, and lineup. 
● Use consistent ring procedures for comparable classes when possible. 
● Focus solely on the animals and judging responsibilities during class time. 
● Handle all exhibitor interactions politely and neutrally. 
● Ask exhibitors to open mouths for bite checks; sanitize hands as needed between 

animals. 
● Make immediate, quiet, and respectful communication with exhibitors if health or 

structural concerns require the removal of an animal from the ring. 
After the Show 

● Provide educational feedback or answer exhibitor questions only after all judging 
responsibilities are complete. 

● Complete height measurements, tattoo/EID verification, and all Report of Awards 
requirements before leaving the grounds. 

● Social interaction after judging is welcome, as long as it does not include discussion 
of placings from before the show concluded. 
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GENERAL MDGA JUDGING RULES 
 

1. At an MDGA-sanctioned show, the judge represents the registry.  Though many 
individuals are important and necessary for having a sanctioned show, the judge is 
essential.  They are the professional of the day, sharing expertise and exhibiting special 
talents for evaluating the animals being presented. 
 

2. A well-managed, carefully judged show is like a classroom, and a good judge is a 
master teacher.  A competent judge will keep this thought in mind during the entire 
show and will judge and give good reasons accordingly.  Exhibitors, especially young 
and/or new ones, will leave the show with a greater appreciation for the need to breed 
for better and better miniature dairy goats. 

 

3. A judge should always be as positive as possible; when comparing two animals, use a 
statement that emphasizes the more correct structure, such as “The doe places third 
over fourth because of the level topline” rather than “This doe places third over fourth 
because of the fourth-place doe’s topline dips in the chine.” 

 

4. A judge should always use correct terminology and proper pronunciation, especially for 
anatomical structures that have colloquial names (i.e. udder and not “bag”, etc.). 

 
5. Even when an exhibitor or member of the show committee shows less than proper 

behavior, a judge will remain calm and continue to exhibit a professional demeanor.  
 

6. To avoid the possible spread of disease, the judge should avoid handling the mouth of 
any exhibited animal and clean their hands as needed between animals/classes. If a 
judge wishes to see the inside of a goat’s mouth, the handler should be asked to open 
the mouth. 
 

7. A judge may not judge an animal in which he or any member of his immediate family 
has had full or partial interest during the six months preceding the show. 

 
8. The judge must ensure the MDGA height and pedigree rules are met. All goats pass 

under the MDGA measuring stick, and any goat close to the limit may be measured. 
Over-height American or Purebred goats must have been officially measured and 
downgraded before showing and may only compete if an Experimental sanction is 
offered. Nigerian Dwarfs over one year must meet the 17-inch minimum and stay within 
MDGA maximums. The judge may re-measure any goat in the ring if needed. See the 
Height Measurement section in the Live Show Rules section for more info. Maximum 
Heights are:       

Breeds Does Bucks 
Nigerian Dwarf 22.5 in 23.5 in 
Mini Toggenburg 25 in 27 in 
Mini Guernsey, Mini LaMancha, Mini Oberhasli 27 in 29 in 
Mini Alpine, Mini Nubian, Mini Saanen, Mini Sable 29 in 31 in 



 

10 
 

JUDGING PROCEDURES 
 

1. Before the show begins, the judge should walk the ring and evaluate the overall set-
up, including footing, lighting, exhibitor entry and exit points, and the ideal locations for 
animal movement, individual examinations, and the final lineup. Judges should 
determine where exhibitors and observers will best hear oral reasons and should 
confirm that any PA system is functioning properly. The judge should also verify that 
essential equipment is present and ready for use, including a height stick with a level, 
a solid measuring surface, Report of Awards forms, a clean container for teat checks, 
and hand sanitizer or wash station access. The class list, show order, and any special 
instructions should be reviewed with the Show Secretary before judging begins. 
 

2. Recommend asking that the announcer have all exhibitors assemble by the ringside as 
the first class enters.  Make some pleasant, upbeat introductory statements about the 
purposes of the show being camaraderie, fun, and education. 

 
3. To the exhibitors of the first class, clearly explain how they will be moved, such as: 

“Circle slowly in a clockwise direction, then line up head to tail with the heads toward 
the gate.  Next, you will be asked to circle again and line up side by side, with heads 
toward the gate. The first-place animal will be set up here, and others will be lined up 
head to tail behind the first place.”  

 
4. STANDARD RING MOVEMENT PATTERNS - MDGA recommends the following default 

movement pattern unless ring size or footing requires modification: 
● Initial Circle: Exhibitors walk clockwise around the ring at a controlled pace to 

evaluate movement, topline, shoulder assembly, and rear leg angulation. 
● Head-to-Tail Line-Up: Animals line up head-to-tail with heads toward the ring 

entrance or as directed. 
● Side-by-Side Evaluation: Exhibitors then form a straight line for side-by-side 

comparison, allowing the judge to examine chest width, front leg set, shoulder 
blending, and head structure. 

● Rear View: Animals stand side by side, with the rear facing the judge, to allow 
comparison of udder attachments, escutcheon width, and teat placement. 

● Final Line-Up: Animals are returned to a head-to-tail lineup for final placing and 
closing remarks. 

5. A judge should be consistent in what is asked of each exhibitor and/or class as far as 
movements and should strive to never confuse the exhibitors. 

 
6. As the judge examines the animals, it should be kept in mind that animals are being 

compared within the class based on the attributes exhibited at that time.  They are not 
being compared to the “perfect” standard, and the attributes perhaps seen in a 
previous show are not to be taken into consideration.  
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7. A judge who ascertains that an animal has a health condition must speak to the 
exhibitor about the problem.  If there is any question about possible impacts on other 
goats in the ring or the show, the exhibitor should be asked to remove the animal from 
the ring. 

 
8. When a disqualifying condition is identified, the judge should speak quietly with the 

exhibitor, explain the rule involved, and ask them to step aside with the animal. The 
goat will be placed last in the class and will not be counted toward sanction numbers. 
Exhibitors may ask questions after the class to keep the interaction calm, respectful, 
and educational. 

 
9. Judges shall distinguish temporary conditions from permanent structural issues when 

evaluating animals. Temporary conditions, such as fresh scrapes, minor hoof over-
trimming, udder fullness from milk timing, or swelling within 3–4 weeks fresh, should 
not significantly affect placings unless they impair movement or welfare. Permanent or 
long-term issues—such as chronic lameness, lasting udder damage, persistent teat 
abnormalities, or repeated signs of mastitis—should be considered faults according to 
the MDGA Fault Matrix. Judges should address concerns quietly with exhibitors when 
a condition affects placing or requires removal from the ring. 

 
10. The judge should ask each exhibitor the animal’s generation, the herdbook, and the 

percentages of the parent breeds.  Higher generations are expected to meet breed 
standards more closely, and this may be significant when comparing two similar 
animals of different generations.  Also, animals that are closest to meeting breed 
standards and are 70% or less of each parent breed should be recognized over those 
that are a high percentage (71% or more) of a standard breed. 

 

11. Under “General Appearance” on the MDGA Score Card, Section B lists “demonstrates 
correct breed characteristics”.  Each judge should be familiar with the breed 
descriptions found in this Judges’ Manual and judge accordingly.  Judges should also 
keep in mind that Miniature Dairy Breeds should show a blending of the parent breeds 
and should not have the appearance of a Nigerian or of a “small version” of a standard 
breed. 

12. In judging classes of wethers, the Junior Doe Score Card should be used as a 
guide.  However, keep in mind that these males were wethered for a reason. 
Allowances should be made for such faults as double teats or overly feminine heads. 

 
13. Traits to be examined as the class is presented— 

a. While on the move—alertness and style; topline; depth of barrel, width in the chest 
and escutcheon, strength of pasterns, tightness of shoulders, smoothness of 
blending, capacity, and carriage of udder; 

b. When lined up head to tail—angularity, dairy strength and breed character, head 
structures, length and blending of the neck, front and rear leg set, heart depth, 
depth of barrel, udder shape and capacity, strength of topline and slope of rump; 
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c. Side by side, viewing from the rear—shape of the escutcheon; height and width of 
rear udder; teat shape, size, and placement; scrotal structure; rump structure; set of 
rear legs; 

d. Side by side, viewing from the front—set of front legs, foot/toe structure; cleanness 
of knees; width of chest; blending of neck and shoulders; 

e. Physical inspection—shape of head and width of muzzle; bite (with lips opened by 
exhibitor); sharpness of withers and strength of shoulder attachments; fullness of 
crops; rib spring, spacing, and angulation; width of rump and levelness of thurls; 
skin texture; udder texture; amount of udder attachment; fore udder smoothness 
and extension; absence of extra teats and/or teat abnormalities; teat orifices; 

f. Evaluation of teat structure and orifices 
● Teats should be uniform, cylindrical or slightly tapered, clearly separated from 

the udder floor, and appropriately sized for the doe’s frame. 
● Judges may request exhibitors to express a small amount of milk into a clean 

container to confirm proper milk flow and to assess for double orifices. 
● Teats with blind quarters, double orifices, branching, fusing, or supernumerary 

teats interfering with milking should be considered serious faults or 
disqualifications according to the Fault Matrix. 

● Judges must explain findings calmly and factually to exhibitors when teat 
defects affect placing. 

 
14. In classes of 10 or fewer animals, MDGA requires judges to place all 10, though reasons 

may be given for only the top five places (if time is an issue).  If possible, all members 
of a class should be placed and none “excused” from the ring without being given a 
place.   

 
15. MDGA also recommends if time allows for the judge to speak with any exhibitor whose 

animal was not described in the final speech given to explain placings.  The reasoning 
behind this rule is that all exhibitors have taken the time, energy, and expense to 
exhibit their animals.   

 
16. As the judge describes the final placings—  

● Concise statements should be given that clearly illustrate the comparative 
differences between a pair of animals.   

● Two or more reasons are preferred, with the most important one given first.  
● The reasons should be specific as opposed to statements that give general 

impressions, such as “Third place over fourth because of a better general 
appearance.” 

 
17. A judge should end the description of placings with a positive comment about the 

animal in last place. 
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18. Judges should speak clearly and with confidence and professionalism.  This will give 
credibility to one’s ability to evaluate and judge, even if there are those present who 
disagree. 

 
19. Once the Grand and Reserve Champions have been selected, the judge is responsible 

for checking each of these animals against their official registration certificates.  This 
means reading and matching a tattoo or microchip number with that number on the 
certificate.  The judge is also responsible for taking a correct height measurement for 
all winners (see Measuring Height). 

 
20. At the conclusion of the show, the judge is responsible for working with the Show 

Chairman and Secretary to completely and correctly fill out the Show Report of 
Awards, including dates and signatures (see Explanation and Key of Show Reports - 
pg. 72) 
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GUIDELINES FOR ORAL REASONS 
Oral reasons allow judges to clearly communicate the comparative decisions made in the 
ring. Effective reasons increase exhibitor confidence, educate spectators, and support the 
integrity of MDGA-sanctioned shows. The goal is to provide concise, accurate, comparative 
explanations that help exhibitors and observers understand exactly how animals were 
placed. 

Purpose of Oral Reasons 
Oral reasons serve to: 

• Educate exhibitors and spectators by highlighting the strengths seen during judging 
• Support breeder development by explaining what was valued in each animal 
• Maintain professionalism through consistent, respectful communication 
• Clarify how each animal compares to the one placed above it 

Well-delivered reasons make a show more informative, engaging, and enjoyable. Judges 
should remember that many breeders at ringside already have a good idea where their 
animals stand. Good reasons confirm or clarify those expectations. 

Structure of Effective Oral Reasons 

1. Opening Statement 
A short overview of the class. 
Example: 
"I placed this senior three-year-old class as follows: " 
2. Pairwise Comparisons 
Compare each animal to the one above it. Each comparison should include: 
• Two or more clear comparative advantages 
• Starting with the most influential trait 
• Using correct scorecard-based terminology 
• Grants used sparingly 
• Avoiding vague or negative statements 
3. Closing Statement 
End with a brief positive comment regarding the final animal. 
Example: 
"I commend the last place doe for her body capacity." 

Professional Presentation 
Judges should: 
• Speak clearly and at a steady pace 
• Use confident but respectful language 
• Stay positive and focused on the animals 
• Avoid criticizing handlers 
• Maintain composure even if questioned 
• Keep humor gentle and appropriate, avoiding jokes about the animals themselves 
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Correct Use of Terminology 
Judges must use accurate, comparative terminology connected to the MDGA scorecard. 
Avoid vague comments such as "looks nicer" or "better overall." The terminology below 
reflects the full approved list, adapted for MDGA and organized for clarity. 
This terminology is your toolbox. Use it. Lean on it. Do not invent new anatomical terms. 
That is how goats end up with mythical body parts. 

COMPARATIVE TERMINOLOGY LIST 

General Appearance  
• more attractive in overall framework 
• more feminine 
• more upstanding 
• walks with more balance while moving across the ring 
• walks more easily 

Head and Breed Characteristics 
• cleaner cut head 
• more balanced head in length, width, and depth 
• broader muzzle 
• fuller nostrils 
• a more sculpted head with more alert eyes 
• stronger jaw 
• neater poll area 
• more angular throat junction 
• more desirable breed character in: 
• straightness or curvature of nose 
• length of ears 
• set of ears 
• facial markings 
• more desirable coloration consistent with the breed standard 

Front End Assembly 
• smoother blend of neck into withers 
• withers more prominently arched to the point of shoulder 
• point of shoulder more smoothly set against the body 
• tighter shoulder blade attachment at the withers 
• smoother blending of shoulder blades into the chest wall 
• point of elbow more smoothly or tightly set against the chest wall, both at rest and in 
motion 
• deeper chest floor 
• wider chest floor 
• more moderate and correct brisket development 
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Back 
• more uphill structure from hips to withers 
• fuller crops 
• stronger and straighter back overall, especially in: 
• chine 
• loin 
• wider, stronger, or straighter loin 
• wider hips 

Rump 
• a stronger rump 
• more uniformly wide rump 
• more nearly level from hips to pinbones 
• more nearly level from thurl to thurl 
• smoother blending at the tailhead 
• thurls more correctly placed two-thirds of the distance from hips to pins 
• pinbones that are: 
• more defined 
• wider apart 
• more correctly set slightly lower than hips 
• smoother tailhead set 
• vulva more normal in size and shape 

Legs, Pasterns, and Feet 
• flatter and stronger bone 
• smoother and freer motion in the forelegs 
• straighter forelegs 
• wider apart forelegs 
• more squarely placed forelegs 
• cleaner knees 
• fuller point of elbow 
• stronger pasterns 
• more desirable pastern length 
• feet pointed more directly forward 
• shorter, stronger toes 
• more uniform depth of sole from toe to heel 
• more desirable rear leg set: 
• more perpendicular from hock to pastern when viewed from the side 
• more angulated through the stifle when viewed from the side 
• straighter when viewed from the rear 
• greater width between hind legs 
• wider hock travel 
• wider escutcheon area 
• cleaner, more correctly angled hocks 
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Dairy Strength 
• greater angularity throughout 
• longer bone pattern 
• more overall openness 
• stronger yet more refined bone structure 
• freer from coarseness 
• evidence of milking ability appropriate to stage of lactation 

Neck: 
• longer and leaner 
• cleaner throat 
• cleaner brisket 

Withers: 
• more wedge-shaped 
• more prominent dorsal processes 

Rib: 
• flatter rib 
• more open rib 
• more space between ribs 
• longer rib 
• rib angled more correctly toward flank 

Flank: 
• deeper flank 
• more arched flank 
• more refined flank 
• freer of excess tissue 

Thigh: 
• cleaner thigh 
• wider apart from the rear 
• more arched and out-curving into the escutcheon 
• more correctly incurving from pinbone to stifle 

Skin and hair: 
• thinner skin 
• more pliable skin 
• softer, more lustrous hair 

 

Body Capacity 
• size and capacity appropriate for age, stage of lactation, and season 
• stronger and more vigorous overall appearance 

Chest: 
• deeper chest 
• wider chest floor 
• more spring of rib 
• fuller point of elbow 
• fuller crops 
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Barrel: 
• deeper, longer, and wider barrel 
• deeper rib 
• more spring of rib 
• increased depth of rib with refined flank 

Mammary System 
• more appropriate udder capacity in proportion to frame 
• signs of greater long-term milk production potential 

Udder Support: 
• stronger medial suspensory ligament that: 
• defines udder halves 
• promotes a desirable udder shape 
• positions the udder higher above the hocks 
• secures the udder more firmly to the body 
• stronger fore, rear, and lateral attachments 
• smoother fore, rear, and lateral attachments 

Fore Udder: 
• more desirable shape 
• wider and fuller to the side 
• smoother extension without excess tissue 

Rear Udder: 
• more capacious 
• higher rear udder 
• wider rear udder 
• more arched into the escutcheon 
• more uniform depth and width to the udder floor 
• smoother, more correct side profile 
• less protrusion in relation to vulva 

Balance, Symmetry, and Quality: 
• more balanced in front and rear when viewed from the side 
• more rounded udder shape 
• softer texture 
• more pliable and elastic udder 
• more collapsed capacity after milking 
• freer from scars 
• more evenly balanced halves 
• more symmetrical shape 
• less excess tissue 

Teats: 
• more uniform size 
• more correct size relative to udder 
• more nearly medium length 
• more cylindrical shape 
• more clearly delineated 
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• more nearly plumb from the rear 
• more correct placement from rear and side 
• easier milking indication 
• less tendency to leak 

Examples of Strong Reasons 
• "The doe in first places over the doe in second for her advantage in general appearance, 
being more level over the topline and stronger in her rear leg set." 
• "Second over third for her greater width of chest and more open rib structure." 
• "The third-place doe carries an advantage in the mammary system with her higher rear 
udder and stronger medial suspensory ligament." 

STEPS IN JUDGING A TYPICAL SHOW 
 

To help judges and show personnel understand how classes are arranged for placing 
animals and awarding the various awards, a description of a “typical show” is presented 
below.  This “mock show” will be sanctioned for Junior Does, Senior Does, Junior Bucks, 
and Senior Bucks.  It will have two divisions, one for All Other Miniatures (AOM) and another 
for Miniature Nubians. The show order will be posted before the start of the show so 
exhibitors can prepare their animals. If possible, in same-day shows, senior does should 
complete their show before juniors to allow for milk out and prevent over uddering.  

Miniature AOM Senior Doe Show 

● The first class of AOM Senior Does will be presented for judging, and the judge will 
place the class.  In addition to announcing the places, the judge will also name the 
Best Udder in the Class.  The first and second-place animals, as well as Best Udder (if 
different from first and second places), will be returning to the ring once all the classes 
of AOM Senior Does have been judged. 

● Each of the other AOM Senior Doe classes will be presented in order.   
● The first and second-place animals in each of the AOM Senior Doe classes will return 

to the ring.  From the first-place animals, the judge will select the AOM Grand 
Champion Senior Doe. 

● Adding the second-place animal from the Grand Champion’s class, plus the other first-
place animals that were not selected for Grand Champion Senior Doe, the judge will 
now select the AOM Reserve Grand Champion Senior Doe. 

● If the Champion Challenge Class has been listed as part of the sanction, any AOM 
Senior Doe that has earned a Finished Champion award will enter the ring and 
compete with the day’s Grand Champion Senior Doe. The winner is named AOM Senior 
Doe Best of Breed.  

● For Best Udder of Breed selection, the judge is presented with the animal named Best 
Udder from each individual class, as well as the winner of Senior Doe Best of Breed (if 
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she was a Champion Challenger).  From this line-up, the judge will select the AOM 
Best Udder of Breed.   

Miniature Nubian Senior Doe Show 

Depending on the show schedule, this competition usually occurs after the AOM Senior 
Doe Show, but could occur simultaneously if it is a two-judge show.  

● The first class of Miniature Nubian Senior Does will be presented for judging, and the 
judge will place the class.  In addition to announcing the places, the judge will also 
name the Best Udder in the Class.  The first and second-place animals, as well as Best 
Udder (if different from first and second places), will be returning to the ring once all 
the classes of Miniature Nubian Senior Does have been judged. 

● Each of the other Miniature Nubian Senior Doe classes will be presented in order.   
● The first and second-place animals in each of the Miniature Nubian Senior Doe classes 

will return to the ring.  From the first-place animals, the judge will select the Miniature 
Nubian Grand Champion Senior Doe. 

● Adding the second-place animal from the Grand Champion’s class, plus the other first-
place animals that were not selected for Grand Champion Senior Doe, the judge will 
now select the Miniature Nubian Reserve Grand Champion Senior Doe. 

● If the Champion Challenge Class has been listed as part of the sanction, any Nubian 
Senior Doe that has earned her Finished Champion award will enter the ring and 
compete with the day’s Grand Champion Senior Doe. The winner is named Miniature 
Nubian Senior Doe Best of Breed.  

● For Best Udder of Breed selection, the judge is presented with the animal named Best 
Udder from each individual class, as well as the winner of Senior Doe Best of Breed (if 
she was the Champion Challenger).   

 

Selection of Best Senior Doe in Show and Best Udder in Show 

● After all classes of Senior Does have been shown, and the Senior Doe Champion 
Challenge classes have been judged, the next-to-last event for Senior Does is the 
selection of Best Senior Doe in Show.  All the Senior Doe Best of Breed Champions (of 
this particular show) must be represented.  (If no Champion Challenge class was held, 
the Grand Champion of the day will compete.)   In this mock show, there were only two 
sanctioned “breeds”.  If there had been other sanctioned breeds, all those Best of 
Breed winners would be expected to participate, with the winner of this competition to 
be awarded Best Senior Doe in Show.  Note: Nigerian Dwarfs are not AOM and are not 
allowed to compete against Mini Breeds for Best in Show. Nigerian Dwarfs are their 
own entire show, sanctioned separately from the mini breeds. 

● The last event for Senior Does is the selection of the Best Udder in Show.  All the Best 
Udder of Breed winners must be represented—in this mock show, they would be the 
AOM and Mini Nubian Best Udder of Breed winners.  Once the judge has been 
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presented with this final class, it is their decision whether to require a milk-out before 
making the final selection.  The doe selected for this award is named the Best Udder in 
Show. 

AOM Junior Doe Show 

● The first class will be presented for judging, and the judge will place the class.  The 
first and second-place animals will be returning to the ring once all the classes of AOM 
Junior Does have been judged. 

● Each of the other AOM Junior Doe classes will be presented in order.   
● The first and second-place animals in each of the AOM Junior Doe classes will return 

to the ring.  From the first-place animals, the judge will select the AOM Grand 
Champion Junior Doe. 

● Adding the second-place animal from the Grand Champion’s class, plus the other first-
place animals that were not selected for Grand Champion Junior Doe, the judge will 
now select the AOM Reserve Grand Champion Junior Doe. 

● If the Champion Challenge Class has been listed as part of the sanction, any AOM 
Junior Doe that has earned an official leg in an earlier show (and has documentation 
from the MDGA Live Show Chair) will enter the ring and compete with the day’s Grand 
Champion Junior Doe. The winner is named AOM Junior Doe Best of Breed.  

 
Miniature Nubian Junior Doe Show 

Depending on the show schedule, this competition usually occurs after the AOM Junior 
Doe Show, but could occur simultaneously if it is a two-judge show.  

● The first class of Miniature Nubian Junior Does will be presented for judging, and the 
judge will place the class.  The first and second-place animals will be returning to the 
ring once all the classes of Miniature Nubian Junior Does have been judged. 

● Each of the other Miniature Nubian Junior Doe classes will be presented in order.   
● The first and second-place animals in each of the Miniature Nubian Junior Doe classes 

will return to the ring.   From the first-place animals, the judge will select the Miniature 
Nubian Grand Champion Junior Doe. 

● Adding the second-place animal from the Grand Champion’s class, plus the other first-
place animals that were not selected for Grand Champion Junior Doe, the judge will 
now select the Miniature Nubian Reserve Grand Champion Junior Doe. 

● If the Champion Challenge Class has been listed as part of the sanction, any Mini 
Nubian Junior Doe that has earned an official leg in an earlier show (and has 
documentation from the MDGA Live Show Chair) will enter the ring and compete with 
the day’s Grand Champion Junior Doe. The winner is named Miniature Nubian Junior 
Doe Best of Breed.  

 



 

22 
 

Selection of Best Junior Doe in Show 

 

● After all classes of Junior Does have been shown, and the Junior Doe Champion 
Challenge classes have been judged, the last event for Junior Does is the selection of 
Best Junior Doe in Show.  All the Junior Doe Best of Breed Champions (of this 
particular show) must be represented.  (If no Champion Challenge class was held, the 
Grand Champion of the day will compete.)  In this mock show, there were only two 
sanctioned breeds.  If there had been other sanctioned breeds, all those Best of Breed 
winners would be expected to participate, with the winner of this competition being 
awarded Best Junior Doe in Show. Note: Nigerian Dwarfs are not AOM and are not 
allowed to compete against Mini Breeds for Best in Show. Nigerian Dwarfs are their 
own entire show, sanctioned separately from the mini breeds. 

 

All other Miniatures (AOM) and Miniature Nubian Junior and Senior Buck Shows   

These shows will follow the same steps as the Junior Doe Shows described 
above.  For example, awards for the Junior Bucks would include: 

● AOM Grand Champion Junior Buck 
● AOM Reserve Grand Champion Junior Buck 
● AOM Best of Breed Junior Buck (Champion Challenge Class) 
● Miniature Nubian Grand Champion Junior Buck  
● Miniature Nubian Reserve Grand Champion Junior Buck 
● Miniature Nubian Best of Breed Junior Buck (Champion Challenge Class) 
● Best Junior Buck in Show (selected from the Best of Breed winners) 

 
Senior Bucks would have the same series of awards. 
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JUDGING KEY RING EVENTS 
 

 Individual Classes 
The section on “Judging Procedures” outlines the methods that MDGA judges should use 
while judging individual classes.  New MDGA judges, as well as judges with one-day 
licenses and ADGA/AGS judges, may need to review key sections of the Judges’ Manual 
before entering the ring.  Items that need to be well-planted in the pre-show mind 
include: 
● A mental picture of an ideal miniature dairy goat, though the placings of a class are 

based on the features presented in the ring, with the judge comparing animals with 
each other and not the ideal. 

● The MDGA score card—Knowing the points assigned to different parts of the score 
card allows the judge to compare and correctly place two animals that are similar in 
overall quality but have two or more different areas of less-than-perfect 
traits.  (Example:  A judge has to place two similar does, one of which is lacking in 
General Appearance and the other is lacking in Dairy Strength, so the judge will have 
to decide on a possible numerical value each of the does has in those two 
categories.) 

● General and breed-specific faults 
● A complete list of proper terms for key anatomical features 
● An overwhelming desire to be professional, no matter the circumstances 
● A mental note that all eyes will be on the judge during the show.  What a judge says 

and how he acts will be remembered for a long time. 
 

Judging “Mixed” classes with Grades, Experimentals, Americans, and 
Purebreds  

Judges must take into consideration the herd books within which class entries have been 
registered.  Breed characteristics, as well as the severity of faults, vary depending on the 
type of registration, so judges of MDGA shows that are not limited to Americans or 
Purebreds will need to ask participants how their animal is registered. (Please see the 
MDGA Fault Matrix for more information.) 

 

Group Classes 
When evaluating entries in group classes, the judge should look for uniformity and 
excellence in miniature dairy goat type, keeping in mind that the members of the group 
must be assessed as a single entity.  A winning entry should show more total excellence 
than any other entries.  However, in close classes, those with offspring showing 
improvement over their sires and/or dams should have an advantage.   

 
Judging Bucks 

When evaluating bucks, judges should give particular attention to traits that reflect both 
dairy strength and masculinity. Bucks should demonstrate strong front-end assembly, 
wide chest, and powerful shoulders that signal prepotency, along with proper scrotal 
structure showing two evenly sized testicles placed correctly within the scrotum. Breed 
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character is often more pronounced in bucks, making head shape, ear type, and overall 
frame especially important to assess. Correct rear-leg angulation, uniform width 
throughout, and sound feet and pasterns are essential to ensure longevity and breeding 
soundness. Judges should weigh these traits appropriately while maintaining consistency 
with the MDGA Score Card. 

 

 Judging Wethers 
The Junior Doe Score Card is to be used as a guide for judging MDGA wethers.  Judges, 
however, should keep in mind that wethers have been castrated for a reason, so features 
such as coarseness or the presence of supernumerary teats should not be weighed too 
heavily, if at all, in the final placement.  Wethers are not an officially-sanctioned MDGA 
show. 

 
 

Judging Youth 
All goat owners like to hear positive comments about their animals and their showing 
skills, but none will dwell on them more than the youth.  When there is a teenage or 
younger handler in the ring, it is time for a judge to make a special effort to see that this 
young person has a very positive experience.  Before the show, the judge should 
formulate some comments that could be made to the youth in a show, especially if their 
animal or showmanship skills will place them near the end of the line.  Such comments 
could include: 
A. Those relating to care and training given to the animal before the show 
B. The good job of fitting  
C. The ease of handling 
D. The shiny coat and bright eyes 
E. The ability to show the animal to its fullest 
F. If at a loss for positive comments, the judge can always say how they are looking 

forward to seeing them in future shows with animals exhibiting their breeding skills 
to upgrade their herd. 
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KEY POINTS FOR JUDGING MDGA-SANCTIONED SHOWS 
1. Judges should become familiar with key parts of the MDGA Judges’ Manual. 

This includes the foundational tools and references used in every MDGA ring: 
● MDGA scorecard 
● MDGA General Fault Matrix, which applies to all miniature breeds 
● Breed standards for all Miniature Dairy Goat breeds and MDGA-registered Nigerian 
Dwarfs 
● MDGA height measurement requirements 
● The Show Report of Awards (ROA) form 
These items ensure uniformity and accuracy, especially for judges coming from ADGA 
or AGS backgrounds who may be accustomed to slightly different standards. 

2. Judges should understand the MDGA herdbooks and how they affect in-ring 
evaluation. 
MDGA maintains several herdbooks that track breed advancement: Experimental, 
American, Purebred, and Nigerian Dwarf. 
● Experimental animals are still developing breed character and have no height limits. 
● American animals have advanced farther and are expected to meet more of the 
breed standard, including height. 
● Purebred animals represent the highest level of advancement and must show strong 
breed character that matches MDGA standards. 
● MDGA-registered Nigerian Dwarfs follow Nigerian Dwarf standards, not miniature 
breed standards. 
Understanding the herdbooks helps judges place animals correctly when generation, 
percentage, and level of advancement matter in close comparisons. 

3. The judge must ensure MDGA requirements are met. 
This may involve confirming with the Show Chairman that all entries meet MDGA height 
limits and that their herdbook status matches the classification they are shown in, such 
as Experimental, American, or Purebred. If there is any question about height, the judge 
should measure the animal in the ring. Refer to the Height Measurement section in the 
Live Show Rules for detailed procedures.  

4. The judge should ask exhibitors for the generation and percentages of the animal 
being shown. 
Because miniature dairy goats are developed by crossing full-size and miniature 
breeds, the generation (such as F1, F2, etc.) and the breed percentages help indicate 
how far an animal has progressed toward meeting ideal type. Higher generations are 
expected to demonstrate stronger breed character, and this can be significant when 
comparing two animals of similar quality. Animals that meet miniature standards and 
remain at 70 percent or less of each parent breed should be rewarded over those that 
rise above 71 percent of a standard breed and appear more like the larger parent type. 

5. MDGA requires the judge to speak directly to any exhibitor whose animal is not 
included in the final oral reasons. 
Every exhibitor has invested time and effort to participate. If an animal does not appear 
in the formal reasons, the judge should offer a brief, respectful comment before the 
exhibitor leaves the ring. This maintains a positive experience and supports the 
educational purpose of MDGA-sanctioned shows. 
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MDGA SCORECARDS 
POINTS Senior 

Doe 
Junior 

Doe Buck 

GENERAL APPEARANCE 35 55 55 
A. Appears stylish & alert; exhibits balance in all positions; moves 

easily & correctly about the ring 3 3 3 

B. Demonstrates correct breed characteristics 6 9 9 
C. Front end assembly (withers blending smoothly from neck into 

topline, shoulders tightly attached & elbows laid in against body 
wall; moderately extended brisket) 

4 8 8 

D. Neck & topline (neck lean with good length, blending smoothly 
into withers & shoulders; topline slightly higher at the withers, 
then leveling out through the chine & loin; good width from loin 
to rump; rump angled slightly downward 

8 13 11 

E. Legs & feet (set wide; front legs straight & under withers; back 
legs straight as seen from rear & angled from side; pasterns 
strong; feet pointing forward; toes close together) 

14 22 24 

DAIRY STRENGTH 20 30 30 
A. General openness with flat bones, sharp withers, good width 

carried through from the chest to the escutcheon 
B. Shows angularity (clearly seen dairy wedges from top, rear and 

side) 
C. Ribs flat, widely spaced, well sprung & angling toward rear 
D. Free of excess flesh & coarseness; loose, pliable skin 

   

BODY CAPACITY 10 15 15 
A. Deep, wide chest that blends smoothly into barrel 4 7 7 
B. Barrel with large capacity increasing in depth from heart girth to 

flank; (In young stock, capacity should be appropriate for level 
of maturity) 

6 8 8 

MAMMARY SYSTEM 35 - - 

A. Udder well supported with strong medial suspensory ligament 
and good lateral attachments 13 - - 

B. Fore udder wide and smoothly blending into abdominal wall 5 - - 

C. Rear udder is high & wide; in natural, arch-shaped escutcheon 7 - - 
D. Udder is well-rounded, balanced when viewed from both the 

side & rear; capacious but with floor well above hocks 6 - - 

E. Uniform, clearly delineated teats; teat size in proportion to udder 
capacity, & appropriately placed on udder floor for ease of 
milking 

4 - - 

TOTAL SCORE 100 100 100 
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MDGA Showmanship Scorecard Points Sub- 
Total 

APPEARANCE OF ANIMAL   

Condition and Thriftiness - Animal should show normal growth and dairy 
character, neither over conditioned nor underweight. 

10 

40 

Hair Coat - Hair should be clean and properly groomed. 
Hooves - Hooves should be trimmed and shaped to allow the animal to 
walk and stand naturally. 
Disbudding - Animal should be neatly disbudded if not naturally hornless. 

10 

Clipping - Entire body may be clipped if weather permits so the animal has 
a neat coat by show time. Breed-appropriate hair preparation is allowed. 
Tail, mammary area, and ears should be neatly trimmed. 

10 

Cleanliness - Animal should be clean and as free from stains as possible. 
Pay particular attention to legs, feet, tail area, nose, and ears. 10 

APPEARANCE OF EXHIBITOR   

 Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and dressed in a traditional white outfit. A 
long-sleeved white shirt and white pants are preferred. Optional 4-H or 
FFA accessories may be worn. Shoes and belts should be sturdy and 
coordinated in black, white, or brown. 

10 10 

HANDLING AND PRESENTATION   

Attention to the Judge - The exhibitor should maintain awareness of the 
Judge, follow instructions promptly, and stay attentive throughout the 
class. 
Setting Up the Animal - The handler should be able to position the goat 
quickly and accurately to show its strengths. 
Proper Pace While Leading - The exhibitor should lead the goat at a 
smooth, appropriate pace that highlights the animal’s natural movement. 
Correct Positioning - The handler should stay on the proper side of the 
goat and switch sides confidently when needed. 
Movement in the Line-Up - The exhibitor should change positions within 
the line-up efficiently and without disrupting others. 
Showing a Different Goat - When asked to exchange goats, the exhibitor 
should adapt easily and continue to show the new animal with skill. 
Calm and Respectful Behavior - Handlers must remain composed and 
treat all goats and fellow exhibitors with care, patience, and respect. 
Knowledge of the Animal - The exhibitor should be able to answer basic 
questions about goat anatomy, care, management, and general 
physiology. 

50 50 

TOTAL SCORE 100 100 
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DAIRY GOAT ANATOMY 
 

Doe Side View 
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Rear Udder 
 
When full, the most desirably shaped and capacious udder fills the escutcheon.  It is 
carried high and close to the vulva.  The udder is well-attached all around and has 
evidence of a strong medial suspensory ligament, which defines the halves.  All the 
ligaments working as a unit allow the well-balanced udder to be carried above the level of 
the hocks. 
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Buck Side View 
 

 

 

 



 

31 
 

ANATOMICAL TERMS—DEFINITIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Anterior – directional term meaning toward the front 

Barrel – the main body of the goat, minus the legs, head, neck, and tail; the trunk 

Bridge of Nose – the front of the head from the eyes to the nose 

Brisket – the front part of the chest floor that extends beyond the front legs 

Cannon Bone, Front – the bones of the front legs, located between the knees and the 
pasterns 

Cannon Bone, Rear – the rear leg bone between the hock and the pastern 

Chest Floor – formed by the sternum, the area between the front legs 

Chine – the front portion of the topline just behind the withers, formed by the vertebrae 
with corresponding ribs 

Crops – the area just behind the shoulder blade where shoulder meets the ribs 

Dental Pad – the tough tissue located in the front of the upper jaw against which the 
incisors of the lower jaw meet when the mouth is closed 

Dewclaws – the two rudimentary toes located on the back of each pastern 

Dished Face – face with a slight concave between the eyes and nose 

Dorsal – pertaining to the back 

Ears, Airplane – ears carried at a 90-degree angle from the side of the head; often used in 
describing Miniature Nubian ears 

Ears, Elf – in Miniature LaManchas, the small ears with a cartilaginous ring, small flap, and 
muscles that allow the ear to move 

Ears, Erect – the “typical” ears that are usually carried at an angle greater than 90 degrees 
from the side of the head 

Ears, Gopher – in Miniature LaManchas, the “earless” condition in which the tiny ear has 
little, if any cartilage, and lacks the muscles that allow the ears to move 

Ears, Pendulous – in Miniature Nubians, the large bell-shaped ears that hang against the 
sides of the face 

Ears, Drop – in Miniature Nubians, ears that are not pendulous but carried closer to the 
face than airplane ears 
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Elbow – the joint connecting the humerus to the tibia, located on the back of the foreleg 
near the lower line of the chest 

Escutcheon – just below the vulva, this is the U-shaped (preferably) or V-shaped area 
between the rear legs; in freshened does, this is the location of the udder 

Flank – a fold of skin located near the stifle where the skin of the rear leg joins the barrel 

Foreleg – front leg 

Fore Udder – the part of the udder located anterior to the teats 

Fore Udder Attachment – the point where the fore udder is connected to the abdomen 

Heart Girth – the measurement taken around the front of the barrel or chest cavity with 
the measuring tape located behind the front legs 

Heel of Hoof – the back of a hoof 

Hip – bony projections of the pelvic bones located on either side of the vertebral column in 
the area where the back of the loin meets the front of the rump 

Hock – the bony point on the back of the rear legs where thigh bones join the lower bones 
of the rear leg 

Incisors – the front teeth, normally eight in number, found only on the front of the lower 
jaw 

Knee – the main joint in the front legs, located approximately halfway between the body 
and feet 

Lateral Udder Attachments – the connective tissues connecting the sides of the rear 
udder to the inside of the thighs 

Loin – the middle portion of the back, located between the rump and the chine 

Mammary System – all the tissues associated with the teats and udder 

Medial Suspensory Ligament – a ligament that divides the udder into halves and supports 
it by attaching to the pelvic floor 

Muzzle – nose and mouth, plus the front portions of the upper and lower jaws 

Orifice – an opening at the end of the teat 

Pastern – the bone located just above the hoof 

Pin Bones – the posterior ends of the pelvic bones, forming bony protuberances on either 
side of the anus 
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Point of Elbow – the point on the back of the front leg where the humerus forms a joint 
with the radius and ulna 

Point of Shoulder – the edge of the two shoulder blades that may or may not form the top 
of the withers 

Poll – the top of the head where horns are normally located 

Posterior – directional term meaning toward the rear 

Rear Udder Attachment – the connective tissues attaching the top of the rear udder to the 
body 

Roman Nose – a convex bridge of the nose typical of Miniature Nubians 

Rumen – the largest of the four compartments of the stomach, located on the left side 

Rump – the posterior portion of the back, between the hips and pin bones, delineated on 
the side by the thurls 

Scrotum – the sac containing the testicles of bucks 

Shoulder Blades – the fan-shaped bones forming the top of the front legs in the area of 
the withers 

Sole of Hoof – the bottom of the hoof 

Sternum – breastbone 

Stifle – located near the flank, this is the bony joint connecting the femur and tibia 

Teat, Bifurcal – teats partially divided into two distinct regions, each with its own orifice 

Teat, Supernumerary – “extra” teats beyond the normal two 

Testicles or Testes – the male reproductive glands, located in the scrotum 

Thigh – the region of the rear leg containing the femur and its associated muscles 

Thorax – chest 

 Thurls – bony joints located on either side of the rump; the points where pelvic bones 
connect to the femurs 

Toe – front of the hoof 

Topline – the dorsal line from the withers to the base of the tail 

Transverse Processes – the short, bony projections found on either side of the vertebrae 
of the loin 

Udder – two milk-producing mammary glands plus associated tissues 
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Udder Floor – the bottom of the udder, located between the teats 

Ventral – pertaining to the belly or lower surfaces or parts 

Vertebral Column – the column of bones running from the neck to the tail 

Vulva – the tissues directly surrounding the opening of a doe’s reproductive and excretory 
tracts 

Withers – the point in the topline located near the top of the shoulder blades, typically 
formed by the dorsal processes of the vertebrae in that region 
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MDGA FAULT MATRIX 

MDGA General Faults – Discussion 

Faults are structural shortcomings that can reduce productivity and longevity of miniature 
dairy goats. Some faults range in severity from slight, to moderate, to serious. The degree 
of each fault is often a matter of judgment. 

● A slight fault has little or no impact on placing. 
● A moderate fault may cause a minor change in placing. 
● A serious fault should definitely be considered when making placements. 

The next two stages, Very Serious Faults and Disqualifications, are not subjective. Very 
serious faults must strongly influence placing and cannot be ignored. Disqualifications are 
structural issues that severely limit productivity and longevity, barring the animal from 
competition. Rather than excusing the animal from the ring, it may be placed at the end of 
the class with appropriate oral reasons. Disqualified animals are not included in the official 
count, and the judge must notify the show secretary. 

Faults fall into two categories: general faults (which apply to all breeds) and breed-
specific faults (which usually involve cosmetic traits such as color, ears, or nose bridge). 
Reproductive function is just as important as milk production, and ease of management 
should also be weighed. Cosmetic features rarely affect function. 

More commonly, goats will exhibit a combination of slight, moderate, and serious faults 
that balance out when animals are compared. Since no goat is perfect, the judge should 
reward the goat with the fewest and least significant faults. 

 

General Faults 

There are 21 general faults that may range in severity depending on degree (slight to 
moderate to serious). 

1. Large horn scurs or stubs – unsightly and potentially dangerous, leading to 
management issues. (Note: natural horns or scurs longer than 2 inches are not 
permitted in the show ring) 

2. Undershot or overshot jaw – misalignment of teeth reduces grazing efficiency and 
productivity. A one-inch difference is considered serious. 

3. Enlarged knees or non-disabling lameness – hinders movement to feed, browse, 
or milk areas, reducing productivity. Especially problematic in heavily pregnant 
does. (Ensure lameness is not due to over-trimmed hooves.) 
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4. Bowed, buck, or crooked knees – distorted leg structure, lowering the front 
assembly and affecting movement. 

5. Small boned for body size – indicates frailty, weak skeletal support, and lower 
productivity. 

6. Loose, winged, or heavy shoulders – causes weakness in the front assembly and 
may impair movement. 

7. Narrow chest or pinched heart girth – reduces strength, proportion, and in severe 
cases, respiratory efficiency. 

8. Short, shallow, or narrow body – limits digestive capacity, milk production, and 
reproductive efficiency. 

9. Low back or steep rump – affects ease of motion and udder support, may 
complicate kidding. 

10. Broken or wry tail – usually slight, but more serious if it interferes with defecation or 
kidding. 

11. Close hocks – associated with poor movement and weaker mammary support. 
12. Swollen hocks – stress on rear legs leading to impaired movement. 
13. Swollen stifles – stress on rear legs, restricting movement. (May indicate CAE but 

judge should only note the structure.) 
14. Postiness – inadequate rear leg angulation reduces ease of motion. 
15. Hind legs close together – narrows escutcheon, limits udder space, and causes 

movement issues. 
16. Weak or sprung pasterns – early motion problems and foot irregularities; serious 

when dewclaws at the same level as the heel. 
17. Crooked or turned-out feet – cause early breakdown, foot disease, and trimming 

challenges. 
18. Udder with beefy texture or pocket – reduces production potential and may 

become very serious if hard/swollen. 
19. Poor udder attachments – weak front, rear, or side attachments compromise udder 

support and function. 
20. Poor udder division or scar tissue – reduces support, shape, and medial 

suspensory definition. 
21. Teat faults –These vary in severity (slight to moderate to severe) depending on how 

much they hinder efficient milk-out. 
a. Set close together 
b. Bulbous 
c. Extremely large or small 
d. Pointed sideways 
e. Uneven in size 
f. Having small streams or otherwise hard to milk 
g. Not clearly separated from udder 
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Very Serious Faults 

These faults severely restrict productivity and must be reflected in placing. 

Mammary System (Does):  

1. Pendulous udder – Prone to damage and disease, reducing longevity and function. 

2. Too distended to determine texture (over-uddering) – Common in show 
preparation; restricts blood flow, risks mastitis, and hardening. Judges should prefer 
soft, elastic udders. 

3. Hard or swollen udder – Acceptable up to 3–4 weeks fresh; beyond that indicates 
chronic mastitis or poor udder health. 

4. Severe udder imbalance – One half less than half the size of the other, reducing 
symmetry, balance, and often tied to mastitis or low production. 

5. Udder lacking size – Out of proportion to the doe’s frame, showing inadequate 
capacity or productivity. 

6. Double orifice in teats – Inhibits normal milk flow, complicates sanitation, and 
creates milking problems. 

7. Extra teats or removed teats – Detracts from appearance and may create sites for 
bacterial infection or high cell counts. If extra teats interfere with normal milking, this 
condition is considered a disqualification. 

8. Chronic leaking orifices – May begin as temporary over-uddering but, when 
ongoing, allow bacterial invasion and shorten productive life. 

9. Misplaced orifices – Make milk-out difficult and unsanitary, reducing efficiency and 
udder health. 

Other Very Serious Faults: 

● Does: Crooked face – Unsightly and may interfere with normal eating or breathing, 
reducing overall function and longevity. 

● Severely crooked or malformed feet – Lead to lameness, structural breakdown, 
increased disease risk, and difficult management.
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MDGA Disqualifications 

General Disqualifications 
These conditions are considered so severe that they disqualify the animal from 
competition. Goats with these faults must be placed at the end of the class, not counted in 
the sanction, and reported by the judge to the show secretary. 
 

1. Over height animals – Miniature American or Purebred does or bucks exceeding 
maximum heights  

 

 

 

 

2. Nigerian Dwarf over or under height – Does over 22.5 in and bucks over 23.5 in.  Does 
or bucks over 2 years of age under 17 in. 

3. Total blindness – May be identified by lack of eye response to quick hand movement. 
(Note: temporary pinkeye blindness is a health issue, not a structural disqualification.) 

4. Serious emaciation – Indicates advanced disease or poor management. Severely 
underconditioned animals should not be shown. 

5. Permanent lameness or difficulty walking – Advanced stage of structural breakdown 
that restricts movement. 

6. Blind or nonfunctioning half of udder – Includes halves lost to mastitis or 
mastectomy. 

7. Blind teat – Teat lacking an orifice, seen in does and bucks. 
8. Double teat(s) – Duplication of teat structure beyond a simple double orifice. 
9. Extra teat(s) interfering with milking – More advanced than a general fault. 
10. Active mastitis or abnormal milk – Includes inflamed, hot, or hard udders with 

abnormal secretions. 
11. Evidence of hermaphroditism or inability to reproduce – Includes abnormal vulva 

structure or other indicators of intersex conditions. 
12. Permanent physical defects such as hernia – True hernias with intestinal protrusion 

are hereditary and disqualifying. 
13. Bucks: Crooked face – More severe than in does, considered hereditary. 
14. Bucks: Extra teat(s) cut off – Unsightly and potentially harmful, especially if leaving 

blind pockets. 
15. Bucks: Double orifice in teats – Disqualifying in males. 
16. Bucks: only one testicle or abnormal testicles – Includes cryptorchidism or atrophied 

testicles. 
17. Evidence of myotonia – Animals showing stiff-legged fainting response or clear signs 

of myotonia are disqualified. 
18. Horns – Naturally horned animals are not allowed in the show ring. 
19. Suspicious lumps, sore mouth, cocci, or other obvious contagious health issues – 

Animals showing signs of contagious disease may not be shown. 

Breeds Does Bucks 
Nigerian Dwarf 22.5 in 23.5 in 
Mini Toggenburg 25 in 27 in 
Mini Guernsey, Mini LaMancha, Mini Oberhasli 27 in 29 in 
Mini Alpine, Mini Nubian, Mini Saanen, Mini Sable 29 in 31 in 
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Breed Specific Faults and Disqualifications 

Failure to meet breed character does not prevent registration in the Experimental registry. 
Animals lacking correct breed character by the 3rd generation, or later generations that do 
not conform, may still be registered as Experimental, with an asterisk (*) after the 
registration number to indicate non-conformance. It is common for early generations to 
lack full breed traits, especially in color (Mini Oberhasli, Mini Saanen, Mini Toggenburg) or 
ear type (Mini LaMancha, Mini Nubian) thus allowances given for Experimentals. 

 

Breed Faults Disqualifications 
Mini Alpine ▪ American or Purebred: Toggenburg 

coloring  
▪ American or Purebred: All white  
▪ Convex nose  

▪ Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears  
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 
Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in 

Mini Guernsey ▪ Convex nose (depending upon degree)  
▪ American or Purebred: Swiss facial 

stripes and/or rump marking (as on 
Toggenburg or Oberhasli breeds)  

▪ American or Purebred: Black hairs in the 
coat  

▪ American or Purebred Mature Does: 
Dominantly white coat  

▪ American or Purebred: No gold tone to 
skin on muzzle, ears, eyes, mammary, 
scrotum, or under tail  

▪ American or Purebred: Hair color other 
than any shade of gold 

▪ American or Purebred: Black markings or 
spots in the hair over 1.5″ in any direction  

▪ Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears  
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 
Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in 

Mini LaMancha ▪ Experimental Does: Erect ears 
▪ Experimental Bucks: Erect or elf ears  
▪ Convex nose  

▪ American or Purebred Bucks: Erect or elf 
ears  

▪ American or Purebred Does: Erect ears  
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 
Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in 

Mini Nubian ▪ None ▪ American: Ears other than drop or pendulous; 
ears that do not come to at least the start of 
the nostril 

▪ Purebred: Ears other than pendulous; ears 
that do not meet together at the end of the 
mouth 

▪ American or Purebred: Dished nose 
▪ Purebred: Straight nose  

▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 
Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in 
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Breed Faults Disqualifications 
Mini Oberhasli ▪ American or Purebred Does: Small 

white spots in hair  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: Small 

white spots in hair of bucks (more 
serious in bucks than does)  

 

▪ American or Purebred Bucks & Does: 
Large white spot (1″ in any direction)  

▪ American or Purebred Does: Light belly  
▪ American or Purebred: Pendulous or 

LaMancha-type ears  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: Any color 

other than red bay 
▪ American or Purebred Does: Any color 

other than red bay or black 
▪ American or Purebred: Convex nose 
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 

Maximum height: Does 27 in, Bucks 29 in 

Mini Saanen ▪ American or Purebred: Several small 
dark spots in hair  

▪ American or Purebred: Dark cream 
color  

 

▪ American or Purebred: Any color other 
than white or cream  

▪ American or Purebred: Pendulous or 
LaMancha-type ears  

▪ American or Purebred: Convex nose 
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in 

Mini Sable ▪ American or Purebred: Solid white or 
cream color  
 

▪ American or Purebred: Pendulous or 
LaMancha-type ears  

▪ American or Purebred: Convex nose 
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 

Maximum height: Does 29 in, Bucks 31 in 

Mini 
Toggenburg 

▪ American or Purebred: Cream markings 
instead of typical white markings 

▪ American or Purebred: White spots less 
than one inch 

▪ American or Purebred Does: Black 
▪ American or Purebred Does: White 

stomach 
▪ American or Purebred Does: 1″ or 

larger white spot  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: Small 

(less than 1 inch) white spots 

▪ American or Purebred: Tricolor or piebald  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: Black  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: White 

stomach  
▪ American or Purebred Bucks: White spot 

1″ or larger  
▪ Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears  
▪ American or Purebred: Over-height  
 

Maximum height: Does 25 in, Bucks 27 in 

Nigerian Dwarf ▪ Convex nose ▪ Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears  
▪ Over-height or Under-height (mature) 

  Maximum height: Does 22.5 in, Bucks 23.5 in 
  Minimum height (>2yrs): 17 in 
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MDGA Fault Matrix Summary

General Faults 

Head & Jaw 
1. Large horn scurs or stubs 
2. Undershot or overshot jaw 

Front End Assembly & Frame 
3. Enlarged knees or non-disabling 

lameness 
4. Bowed, buck, or crooked knees 
5. Small boned for body size 
6. Loose, winged, or heavy shoulders 
7. Narrow chest or pinched heart girth 
8. Short, shallow, or narrow body 
9. Low back or steep rump 
10. Broken or wry tail 

Rear Legs & Feet 
11. Close hocks 
12. Swollen hocks 
13. Swollen stifles 
14. Postiness 
15. Hind legs close together 
16. Weak or sprung pasterns 
17. Crooked or turned-out feet 

Mammary System (Does) 
18. Udder with beefy texture or pocket 
19. Poor udder attachments  
20. Poor udder division or scar tissue 
21. Teat faults (a–g: close set, bulbous, 

extreme size, sideways, uneven, 
hard to milk, poorly defined from 
udder) 

 

Very Serious Faults 

Mammary System (Does) 
1. Pendulous udder 
2. Too distended to determine texture 
3. Hard or swollen udder (except 

within 3–4 weeks fresh) 
4. Severe udder imbalance (one half 

less than half the other) 
5. Udder lacking size 
6. Double orifice in teats 
7. Extra teats or removed teats 
8. Chronic leaking orifices 
9. Misplaced orifice 

Head 
10. Does: Crooked face 

Feet 
11. Severely crooked or malformed 

feet
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General Disqualifications 

1. Over height animals – Miniature American or Purebred does or bucks exceeding 
maximum heights 

2. Nigerian Dwarf over or under height – Does over 22.5 in and bucks over 23.5 in.  Does 
or bucks over 2 years of age under 17 in. 

3. Total blindness 
4. Serious emaciation 
5. Permanent lameness or difficulty walking 
6. Blind or nonfunctioning half of udder 
7. Blind teat 
8. Double teat(s) 
9. Extra teat(s) interfering with milking 
10. Active mastitis or abnormal milk 
11. Evidence of hermaphroditism or inability to reproduce 
12. Permanent physical defects such as hernia 
13. Bucks: Crooked face 
14. Bucks: Extra teat(s) cut off 
15. Bucks: Double orifice in teats 
16. Bucks: only one testicle or abnormal testicles 
17. Evidence of myotonia 
18. Horns 
19. Suspicious lumps, sore mouth, cocci, or other obvious contagious health issues 
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MINIATURE ALPINE—BREED STANDARD  
 
The Miniature Alpine is an alert, graceful, hardy 
animal that adapts and thrives in any climate 
while maintaining good health and excellent 
production. The straight or slightly dished face 
and fine, narrow, erect ears give it a clean 
appearance. The various color patterns are 
given French names, but color descriptions are 
acceptable when registering.  Solid white or 
Toggenburg-colored Alpines are discriminated 
against in the show ring but are registerable as 
Experimental with MDGA. 

Recognized color patterns in Miniature Alpines include:  cou blanc, cou clair, cou noir, 
sundgau, pied, chamoisee (chamoise in males), two-tone chamoisee, broken, and belted. 

Maximum height in does is 29 inches, and in bucks is 31 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Alpines 
 
FAULTS 

● American or Purebred:  Toggenburg coloring 
● American or Purebred: All white 
● Convex nose 

 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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MINIATURE GUERNSEY—BREED STANDARD  
The Guernsey dairy goat was developed using 
genetics from the rare Golden Guernsey 
Goats, an official dairy breed registered with 
the British Goat Society. 

The Miniature Guernsey dairy goat is medium 
in size. The ears are erect and often set slightly 
lower than Swiss breeds and carried 
horizontally, or forward in what is termed the 
"bonnet" position when viewed in profile. Ear 
tips can be slightly upturned. The ears must 
not be pendulous. The nose should be either 
straight or dished. 

The Miniature Guernsey coat/hair color should be shades of gold, ranging from very pale 
flaxen cream to deep russet or bronze. Full or partial roaning, white patches, white faces, 
stars, or blazes are acceptable. The golden body color should be dominant, with no 
preference shown to any shade or pattern. Hair may be short or long and flowing or a 
combination of both. A long curtain, skirt, and/or dorsal fringe of body hair are desirable, 
although not required to meet the standard. 

Maximum height in does is 27 inches, and in bucks is 29 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Guernseys 
 
FAULTS 

● Convex nose (depending upon degree) 
● American or Purebred: Swiss facial stripes and/or rump marking (as on Toggenburg or 

Oberhasli breeds) 
● American or Purebred: Black hairs in the coat 
● American or Purebred Mature Does: Dominantly white coat 

 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● American or Purebred: No gold tone to skin on muzzle, ears, eyes, mammary, scrotum, 
or under tail 

● American or Purebred: Hair color other than any shade of gold 
● American or Purebred: Black markings or spots in the hair over 1.5″ in any direction 
● Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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MINIATURE LaMANCHA—BREED STANDARD  

The LaMancha is the only breed developed in 
America, making it a truly "made in America 
breed". The Miniature LaManchas are well 
known for their docile, even temperaments and 
their steady production of fairly high butterfat 
milk. The face is straight.  The ears are the most 
distinguishing characteristic of the breed. In 
Americans and Purebreds, the ears are either 
“gopher” (which lack cartilage but do have a 
small ring of skin around the auditory canal, but 
cannot be moved) or “elf” (which are typically 
more pronounced than gopher ears, have 

some cartilage, and can be moved). In both American and Purebred does, both ear types are 
acceptable, but bucks must have gopher ears to be registered as American or Purebred. 

Any combination of colors is acceptable. 
Maximum height in does is 27 inches, and in bucks is 29 inches. 

 

Fault Chart of Miniature LaManchas 
 
FAULTS 

● Experimental Does: Erect ears 
● Experimental Bucks: Erect or elf ears 
● Convex nose 

 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● American or Purebred Bucks: Erect or elf ears 
● American or Purebred Does: Erect ears 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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Miniature LaMancha Ear Types 
 

Erect Ears 
 

 
 
Elf Ears 
 

 
 
Gopher Ears 
 

 
 
Source: https://miniaturedairygoats.net/mini-lamancha-breed-standard/ 

https://miniaturedairygoats.net/mini-lamancha-breed-standard/
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MINIATURE NUBIAN—BREED STANDARD  
 
The Miniature Nubian is a mid-sized goat of 
mixed Nigerian and Nubian origin.  It is known for 
being a graceful, elegant animal standing 
between 23-31 inches in height, and may present 
in any color or pattern of short, fine, glossy hair. 
This mid-sized breed is known for its ease of 
milking and for producing a high quantity and 
quality of milk whose butterfat yield is similar to 
that of the standard Nubian. 

Since the Miniature Nubian was originally 
designed for small farms and homesteaders who 

milked by hand and needed a smaller animal for handling and feeding purposes, emphasis has 
been placed on structurally correct animals with well-attached udders that milk with ease.  

The breed character setting the Miniature Nubian apart from other miniature dairy breeds is a 
nose that is never dished, but straight to strongly convex (with the strongly convex being more 
desirable).  Additionally, the ears are distinctively long, wide, and pendulous, and when held 
along the face, reach the end of the nose.  The ears should be held close to the head at the point 
of attachment and then widen and flare out and forward to a rounded tip, making the classic 
"bell-shaped” ear for which standard Nubians are well known. 

Maximum height in does is 29 inches, and in bucks is 31 inches. 
 
Fault Chart of Miniature Nubians 
 
FAULTS 

● None 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 
● American: Ears other than drop or pendulous; ears that do not come to at least the 

start of the nostril 
● Purebred: Ears other than pendulous; ears that do not meet together at the end of the 

mouth 
● American or Purebred: Dished nose 
● Purebred: Straight nose 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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Miniature Nubian Ear Types 
 

Airplane 

 

Drop 

 

Pendulous 

 

Source: https://miniaturedairygoats.net/mini-nubian-breed-standard/ 

https://miniaturedairygoats.net/mini-nubian-breed-standard/
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MINIATURE OBERHASLI—BREED STANDARD  
The Miniature Oberhasli (sometimes called an 
Oberian) has been produced by crossing a 
Nigerian Dwarf with an Oberhasli, a Swiss dairy 
goat noted for its rich red bay coat that ranges 
from light bay to dark bay or solid black in does. In 
appearance, the Miniature Oberhasli is alert and 
vigorous while having a gentle temperament. The 
face is dished or straight with erect ears.  

 

 

Minimal black markings in the bay color pattern include: 

● two black stripes run down the face from above each eye to a black muzzle 
● forehead is nearly all black 
● ears are black on the inside and bay on the outside 
● black stripes from the base of each ear come to a point just back of the poll and continue 

along the neck and back as a dorsal stripe 
● belly is black 
● legs are black below the knees and hocks 

The skin, including the udder, is light gray to black. A few white hairs through the coat and about 
the ears and/or nose are permitted. Bucks often have more black on the head than does, black 
whiskers, and black hair along the shoulders and lower chest, with a mantle of black along the 
back. Bucks frequently have more white hair than does.  

Maximum height of does is 27 inches, and in bucks is 29 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Oberhaslis 
 

FAULTS 
● American or Purebred Does: Small white spots in hair 
● American or Purebred Bucks: Small white spots in hair of bucks (more serious in bucks 

than does) 
 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 
● American or Purebred Bucks & Does: Large white spot (1″ in any direction) 
● American or Purebred Does: Light belly 
● American or Purebred: Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred Bucks: Any color other than red bay 
● American or Purebred Does: Any color other than red bay or black 
● American or Purebred: Convex nose 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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MINIATURE SAANEN—BREED STANDARD 
 
The Miniature Saanen is a vigorous breed with 
rugged bones, but the does should always be 
feminine and never coarse. The face is straight 
or slightly dished. Roman noses are not 
desirable and are discriminated against. The 
ears should be erect, carried alertly, and 
should preferably point forward.  
The Miniature Saanen breed is white to cream 
in color, with white being preferred. Spots on 
the skin are not discriminated against, while 
small spots of color in the hair are allowed but 
not desirable. 

Maximum height in does is 29 inches, and in bucks is 31 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Saanens 
 
FAULTS 

● American or Purebred: Several small dark spots in hair 
● American or Purebred: Dark cream color 

 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● American or Purebred: Any color other than white or cream 
● American or Purebred: Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred: Convex nose 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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MINIATURE SABLE—BREED STANDARD 
 
The Miniature Sable is a vigorous and hardy 
breed, known for its strong bone structure, yet 
the does should remain feminine in 
appearance and never coarse. The face is 
typically straight or slightly dished, while 
Roman noses are considered undesirable and 
discriminated against. Ears should be erect, 
carried alertly, and preferably point forward. 

Mini Sables are distinguished by their wide 
variety of coat colors and patterns, unlike the 
all-white Saanen. Any color or combination of 

colors is acceptable, making them one of the most colorful of the Miniature Dairy Goat 
breeds. Spots on the skin are not discriminated against. 

Mini Sables trace their lineage back to the Saanen breed, with their color resulting from 
recessive genetics. Registration designations beginning with XSS, AMSS, or PSS indicate 
whether a Mini Sable is classified as Experimental, American, or Purebred.  

Maximum height in does is 29 inches, and in bucks is 31 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Sables 
 
FAULTS 

● American or Purebred: Solid white or cream color 
 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● American or Purebred: Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred: Convex nose 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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MINIATURE TOGGENBURG—BREED STANDARD 
 
Miniature Toggenburgs are known for their 
productivity and calm nature. The hair may be 
short or long, but always soft and fine. The face 
is straight or dished, but dished is preferred. The 
ears should be erect, small, and face forward. 
The general body color varies from light fawn to 
dark chocolate, with no preference in 
shades.   Pure white markings are preferred, 
though cream markings are acceptable. The 
distinctive white (or cream) markings include:  
 

● white trimmed ears with a dark area in the center 
● two white stripes running down the face from above each eye to the muzzle 
● rear legs white from the hock to the hooves 
● forelegs white from the knees down; dark vertical stripes below the knee are acceptable 
● a white triangle on each side of the tail 
● white spots may be present at the root of the wattles or in that area if no wattles are present 

Maximum height in does is 25 inches, and in bucks is 27 inches. 

Fault Chart of Miniature Toggenburgs 
 
FAULTS 

● American or Purebred: Cream markings instead of typical white markings 
● American or Purebred: White spots less than one inch 
● American or Purebred Does: Black 
● American or Purebred Does: White stomach 
● American or Purebred Does: 1″ or larger white spot 
● American or Purebred Bucks: Small (less than 1 inch) white spots 

 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● American or Purebred: Tricolor or piebald 
● American or Purebred Bucks: Black 
● American or Purebred Bucks: White stomach 
● American or Purebred Bucks: White spot 1″ or larger 
● Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● American or Purebred: Over-height 
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NIGERIAN DWARF—BREED STANDARD  
The Nigerian Dwarf is a miniature dairy goat 
breed that originated in West Africa and has 
been recognized in the United States since the 
1980s.  The breed is known for sweet milk that 
is high in butterfat and protein.  

Nigerian Dwarves represent the smallest breed 
of dairy goat. However, they should be of 
balanced dairy proportions and should retain 
the strength of bone characteristic of the 
breed. The face is to be straight or slightly 
dished. The coat is soft with hair that is short to 
medium in length.  

Nigerian Dwarves come in any pattern, color, or combination of patterns and colors. They can 
have brown, gold, or blue eyes. The medium-length ears are erect. 

Maximum height for Nigerian Dwarf does is 22.5 inches, with the ideal being 21.5 inches. 
Maximum height for Nigerian Dwarf bucks is 23.5 inches, with the ideal being 22.5 
inches.  Minimum height for Nigerian Dwarfs aged 2 years and older is 17 inches. 

Fault Chart of Nigerian Dwarves 
 
FAULTS 

● Convex nose 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 

● Pendulous or LaMancha-type ears 
● Over-height  
● Under-height (mature animals) 
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MDGA RULES GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF OFFICIAL LIVE SHOWS 
A. ELIGIBILITY  
1. Eligibility to participate in an MDGA-sanctioned Live Show requires that you be a current 

MDGA member in good standing. 
 

2. To compete in an MDGA-sanctioned “Experimental” show, a miniature dairy goat is not 
required to be registered with MDGA but may be registered with another official miniature 
dairy goat registry. If such an animal is awarded Grand Champion of its breed, the animal’s 
owner will have two weeks from the show date to register the goat with MDGA for the 
animal to receive the winning leg; otherwise, the leg will be awarded to the Reserve 
Champion as long as the Reserve Champion is registered with MDGA. 

3. All MDGA-recorded “Grade” animals are eligible to be shown in sanctioned “Experimental” 
shows and are also eligible to receive Champion or Reserve Champion wins.  An official 
MDGA or other miniature dairy goat registry registration certificate must be presented. 

4. In an MDGA-sanctioned “American & Purebred” show, all entries MUST be registered as 
an “American” or a “Purebred” with MDGA before the show. 

 

5. For all entries in a sanctioned show, the approved documentation (see below) must be 
presented to the show secretary or appointed trustee at check-in.  Documentation from 
MDGA or other miniature dairy goat registries must be presented. 
a. Effective January 1, 2026 

● Goats under 1 year of age on the date of the show may enter with either an official registration 
certificate or a pending registration email from the registrar. 

● Goats 1 year of age or older on the date of the show must present an official registration 
certificate. Pending applications will not be accepted for these animals. 

b. Effective January 1, 2027 
● All goats, regardless of age, must present an official registration certificate.  Pending 

applications will not be accepted. 
6. All animals must be tattooed with assigned tattoo numbers or microchipped before arrival 

at the show. No tattoos or EIDs (microchips) should be applied at the show.  Owners of 
animals with EID (microchips) must have a microchip reader available at the 
show. Champion and Reserve Champion animals will not receive official awards if the 
tattoo or microchip cannot be read. Tattoo(s) and/or EIDs are allowed as primary show 
identification and must match the recorded information exactly on the registration 
certificate to receive credit for an official “leg”. If the tattoo is correct but in the wrong 
location, MDGA will award the Championship, but without the “official leg”. If the 
identification is incorrect for that animal, said animal will be disqualified. 

 

7. Proof of Ownership shall be the name on the approved documentation. Animals pending 
transfer of ownership being shown by the new owner or entered in the show by an 
exhibitor on behalf of the owner, must have proper documentation signed by the current 
OWNER of the animal appointing such persons as their “Agent.”  

 

8. Animals with horns or scurs exceeding two inches are not acceptable for showing. 
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B. HEIGHT MEASUREMENT 
Purpose and Importance 
Height measurement is essential to maintaining the integrity of the Miniature Dairy Goat 
breeds. Accurate measurements ensure animals meet breed standards, promote fairness in 
competition, and preserve the credibility of MDGA’s herdbook records. Data collected from 
Live Shows also assists MDGA in monitoring breed trends and refining standards for future 
generations.  Maximum heights for each breed are listed below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Live Show Height Measurement Requirements 

1. All goats must walk under the official MDGA measuring stick upon entering the show 
ring. 

2. Any goat appearing close to the maximum height (except Experimentals) is subject to 
an official measurement by the judge. 

3. This visual check provides consistency in ensuring animals meet breed height limits. 
4. Experimentals have no height maximums. 
5. American or Purebred animals exceeding height limits will be disqualified from the 

class and the show unless downgraded - see downgrade steps below. 
6. Animals officially downgraded to Experimental may only compete if the show includes 

an Experimental sanction type — either as a Combined Experimental, American & 
Purebred Show or as a separately sanctioned Experimental show. 

7. Nigerian Dwarfs have a maximum height (does 22.5 in and bucks 23.5 in) and a 
minimum height of 17 in for goats over two years of age. 

 
Pre-Show Height Measurements and Downgrades 

1. American or Purebred goats near maximum height may request an official 
measurement during show check-in. 

2. Any goat may be officially measured, regardless of herdbook status (see Voluntary 
Height Measurement). 

3. Measurements must be taken by a Show Committee Member or Judge using an 
MDGA-approved measuring stick on a flat, level surface, with the goat standing 
naturally and the head in a neutral position. 

4. If an American or Purebred exceeds the height limit: 
a. The goat may continue to show only if the show includes an Experimental 

sanction. 
b. A sticker will be affixed to the registration certificate stating: 

 “OVER-HEIGHT: This animal will be reclassified to the Experimental 
Herdbook.” 
 The sticker will include fields for the Show Official’s signature, date, and 
measured height. 

Breeds Does Bucks 
Nigerian Dwarf 22.5 in 23.5 in 
Mini Toggenburg 25 in 27 in 
Mini Guernsey, Mini LaMancha, Mini Oberhasli 27 in 29 in 
Mini Alpine, Mini Nubian, Mini Saanen, Mini Sable 29 in 31 in 
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5. All measurements must be recorded on the official MDGA Height Record Form, 
including the goat’s name, registration number, measured height, and signature of the 
measuring official (one form per owner). 

6. Completed forms must be submitted with the Record of Awards (ROA) to MDGA. 
7. The MDGA Registrar will review the documentation, reclassify the animal, and notify 

the owner in writing. 
8. Owners may retain the original certificate and submit it for reissuance of updated 

registration papers at their expense. Goats can continue to show with the “stickered” 
certificate for up to one year. 

9. MDGA will update herdbook records upon receipt of the ROA and height 
documentation. 
 

Voluntary Height Measurement for Data Collection 
Exhibitors are encouraged to volunteer for official height measurement of any goats during 
MDGA-sanctioned Live Shows. These measurements contribute valuable data for breed 
development, record accuracy, and future standard revisions. All voluntary measurements 
must be recorded on the official Height Record Form and submitted with the ROA. 
 
Appeals 

1. Exhibitors may appeal an official height measurement within 30 days of notification by 
submitting a written request to the MDGA Registrar. 

2. Appeals must include supporting documentation, such as a veterinarian’s signed 
measurement on clinic letterhead. See the MDGA website for measurement 
instructions. 

3. The Registrar, in consultation with the Live Show Committee, will review all appeals 
and issue a final determination. 
 
 
 

C. SHOW SANCTIONING AND FEES  
1. Any change requested for a previously sanctioned show shall be sent to the MDGA Live 

Show Chair in writing for their approval. No verbal or telephone changes will be accepted.  
 

2. The online show sanction application may be found on the MDGA Website. The Sanction 
Application should be submitted at least 31 days before the planned show.  

 

3. A schedule of classes, breeds, and any local regulations (all listed in their entirety) must 
be submitted during the online sanction application process.  The person applying must 
make sure that the statement, “MDGA Rules Shall Govern,” is listed in the show rules 
and/or accompanying show flyer. If materials cannot be attached to the online 
application, files should be emailed to the MDGA Show Chair. 

 

4. Sanction Applications, accompanied by the required information about classes and 
instructions, need to be submitted at least 31 days before the show for the normal fee 
schedule to apply. 
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5. Signed contract(s) for Judges hired to judge MDGA shows should be submitted during the 
online sanction application process. An MDGA Judges packet will be sent to the judge 
before the show. If contract(s) cannot be attached to the online application, files should be 
emailed to the MDGA Show Chair. 

 

6. Dual Sanctions: MDGA will agree to Dual Sanctioning ONLY if MDGA rules govern the 
show, or if the other registry sanctioning has the same rules, registration standards, and 
restrictions as MDGA. 

 

7. The Sponsoring “Show Committee” will determine the order in which classes will be 
shown. 

 

8. Once the MDGA Show Chairperson has approved a sanction, classes CANNOT be 
changed.  

 

9. Report of Awards (ROA) Forms must be submitted online and mailed to the MDGA Central 
Office within 10 days following the conclusion of the show.  The online ROA submission 
link will be emailed to the Show Chair on the day of the show. 

 

Sanction Fees: 
$20 - Each sanction (applied for at the same time) *GCh and RCh rosettes included. 
 

Shipping 
$25 – applications submitted 31 days before the show     $50 – applications submitted 30 days or less  
 

Other Rosettes Available:  
$7.50/each - Best of Breed, Best Udder of Breed, Best Udder in Show, Best in Show 
$10/each – Group Class Rosettes  
 
Upon receipt and processing of the Show ROA, the MDGA Show Chairperson will send Grand 
Champion and Reserve Grand Champion certificates via email and Win Notifications to the 
owner of the animal winning the leg award – official and unofficial. 

D. RULES GOVERNING SHOW OFFICIALS AND JUDGES  
1. The designation “Official MDGA Show” shall be posted conspicuously at the show.  
 

2. It is the responsibility of the Show Secretary to have a copy of these rules available at all 
times in case any question arises during the show.  

 

3. The Show Chairperson and Show Secretary shall not be the same person. In the case of 
shows held simultaneously, the Show Secretary shall not officiate in more than one of 
them.  

 

4. The Show Chairperson and the Show Secretary are responsible for enforcing the MDGA 
rules and certifying that the standards outlined in these rules have been met. In turn, the 
sponsoring organization is responsible for the actions of the entire Show Committee.  

 

5. The local show committee and sponsoring organization may include show rules of their 
own to be used in addition to MDGA Rules to ensure orderly conduct and cooperative 
behavior by the exhibitor.  
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6. Any qualified dairy goat judge, or another individual deemed qualified, may be approved 
to judge an MDGA-sanctioned show. Judges licensed through MDGA, ADGA, or AGS are 
automatically pre-approved. All other individuals may apply for approval through the 
MDGA One-Day Judge Application process. 

 

7. A Judge should not judge an animal in which they or any member of their immediate 
family has had a full or partial interest during the six months preceding the show. 

 

8. When judging a dual-sanctioned show, a judge will make sure that all MDGA 
requirements are met and followed. This could mean that the Judge should check with 
the Show Chairperson that all entries are within height limits (and if not, what are the 
actual recorded measurements) or have pedigrees that allow them to be classified as 
“Experimental” under MDGA Standards. If there is any question about height, a Judge 
should measure the animal in the ring.  See the Height Measurement section for more 
details. 

 

9. The judge shall read the tattoo(s) and/or EIDs on the GCH, RCH, and the Champion 
Challenge winner BEFORE they leave the ring.  

 

10. The judge shall examine the teats, including the orifices, of all animals and may draw milk 
into a container to verify defects.  

 
 

11. When a written agreement between a Judge and a show committee and/or sponsoring 
organization for the judging of an MDGA-sanctioned show exists, both parties are required 
to perform their respective obligations under said agreement. A judge unable to fulfill a 
contract to judge shall immediately contact the sponsor and explain the circumstances. If 
the sponsor requests, the judge shall contact a mutually agreed-upon replacement and 
work to negotiate terms.  
 
 

E. ARRANGEMENT OF CLASSES AND MAKING OF AWARDS  
 
Breed Abbreviations to be used in naming Divisions: 
*Note: Nigerian Dwarfs are always considered a separate show and cannot compete against 
minis even for “Best in Show. 

● MA – Mini Alpine 
● ML – Mini LaMancha 
● MG – Mini Guernsey 
● MN – Mini Nubian 
● MO – Mini Oberhasli 
● MS – Mini Saanen 
● MT – Mini Toggenburg 
● AOM – All Other Miniatures (Division for breeds with too few numbers to meet 

sanction requirements individually) 
● ND – Nigerian Dwarf   **always a separate sanction; never in AOM 
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Show Type: A show can be separately sanctioned for Experimental and/or 
American/Purebred goats, or all three show types together. 

Sanctions: A show may include any combination of the following sanctions: Junior Does, 
Senior Does, Combined Does, Junior Bucks, Senior Bucks, and/or Combined Bucks. 
Age Classes: 
Below is a list of suggested classes; after the last class in each category, the typical Grand 
Champion, Reserve Champion, and other awards are listed.  
 

Junior Doe Show: 
(Does under two years of age that have never freshened) 

Class 1: Junior Doelings - under 4 months  
Class 2: Intermediate Doelings - 4 months and under 8 months 
Class 3: Senior Doelings – 8 months and under 12 months 
Class 4: Junior Dry Yearlings - 12 months and under 18 months 
Class 5: Senior Dry Yearlings - 18 months and under 24 months 
Awards: Junior Grand Champion and Junior Reserve Champion 
Class 6: Junior Champion Challenge - Any junior doe that has earned a restricted leg award can challenge for Best of 

Breed. 

Awards: Best Junior Doe in Show - All Best of Breed champions must be represented 
 
Senior Doe Show: 
(Does that have freshened or have been in milk) 

Class 7: Senior Does under 2 years 
Class 8:  Senior Does 2 years and under 3 years 
Class 9:  Senior Does 3 years and under 4 years 
Class 10:  Senior Does 4 years and under 5 years 
Class 11:  Senior Does 5 years and over 
   Awards: Senior Grand Champion and Senior Reserve Champion - Best Udder of Breed 
Class 12: Champion Challenge - Any Finished Champion senior competes against the champion of the day for Best of Breed. 

   Awards: Best Doe in Show - All Best of Breed champions must be represented. 
   Best Udder in Show - All Best Udder champions of breeds must be represented. 
 

Junior Buck Show: 
(Bucks less than one year old) 

Class 13: Junior Bucks under 4 months 
Class 14: Junior Bucks 4 months and under 8 months 
Class 15: Junior Bucks 8 months and under 12 months 
   Awards: Junior Grand Champion and Junior Reserve Champion 
Class 16: Champion Challenge - Any junior buck that has earned a restricted leg award can challenge for Best of Breed. 
   Award: Best Junior Buck of Show - All Best of Breed champions must be represented. 
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Senior Buck Show: 
(Bucks over one year old) 

Class 17: Senior Bucks 1 year and under 2 years 
Class 18: Senior Bucks 2 years and under 3 years 
Class 19: Senior Bucks 3 years and under 4 years 
Class 20: Senior Bucks 4 years and under 5 years 
Class 21: Senior Bucks 5 years and over 
   Awards:  Grand Champion and Reserve Champion 
Class 22: Champion Challenge – Any Finished Champion competes against the champion of the day for Best of Breed. 

Award: Best Buck in Show – all Best of Breed champions must be represented. 
 
Combined Show Suggested Age Classes: 

Combined Does 
Junior Does under 8 months 
Junior Does 8 months under 12 months 
Junior Does 12 months under 24 months 
Senior Does under 2 years 
Senior Does 2 and under 3 years 
Senior Does 3 and under 4 years 
Senior Does 4 and under 5 years 
Senior Does 5 years and over 

Combined Bucks 
Junior Bucks under 4 months 
Junior Bucks 4 months under 8 months 
Junior Bucks 8 months under 12 months 
Senior Bucks 1 and under 2 years 
Senior Bucks 2 and under 3 years 
Senior Bucks 3 and under 4 years 
Senior Bucks 4 and under 5 years 
Senior Bucks 5 years and over 

 
 
1. All classes sanctioned must be held if any animal(s) of that breed division are present.  
 

2. No breed divisions may be combined after the show is sanctioned.  
 

3. An animal may compete only once in the age classes of an individual show.  
 

4. No animal shall knowingly for any reason be entered, exhibited, or judged in the wrong 
age class.  

 

5. An animal that, for any reason, has been exhibited AND judged in the wrong class must be 
disqualified in that class. The placing of the disqualified animal would then be assigned to 
the animal behind, and subsequent animals would be moved up one place.  

 

6. An official MDGA rosette must be awarded to the Grand Champion and Reserve 
Champion of each sanctioned breed division of each official MDGA show.  

 

7. Entries may not be added to or withdrawn from classes without permission from the 
officials in charge after the class is in the ring, and the judging has started. The class shall 
not be reopened after reasons have begun.  

 

8. In all classes, awards shall be made by the Judge according to the merit of the animal.  
 

9. The Champion Challenge class is OPTIONAL. There may be one class per breed division. 
If the class is sanctioned, it shall be held, and the following rules must apply:  
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▪ Finished Senior Champions or Juniors with an official leg may be shown in the Challenge Class.  
▪ The Grand Champion of the same show must be shown in these classes, and the winners of 

them shall be called “Best of Breed.”  
▪ The Grand Champion of the day not winning this class shall not compete in the Best Doe/Buck 

in Show class – the winner of the Champion Challenge class shall.  
▪ All animals in this class must be placed by the Judge.  
▪ Proof of Championship or Junior Leg shall be either: (1) The prefix FCH as affixed by MDGA on 

the animal’s registration or recordation certificate; or (2) Presentation of the Finished Champion 
Certificate issued by MDGA in conjunction with the original registration certificate; or (3) 
Presentation of the official Junior Leg Award email issued by MDGA. 
 

JUNIOR SHOW (Separately Sanctioned) - Does and Bucks 
Eligibility: 

▪ Junior Does: Any doe under 24 months of age that has never freshened. 
▪ Junior Bucks: Any buck under 12 months of age. 

Junior Grand Champion: Selected from the 1st place winners of all Junior age classes. 
Junior Reserve Champion: Selected after the Junior Grand Champion. Eligible animals 
include: 

▪ The 2nd place doe/buck from the Junior Grand Champion’s age class, and 
▪ The remaining animals in the Junior 1st place winner line-up. 

 

SENIOR SHOW (Separately Sanctioned) - Does and Bucks 
Eligibility: 

▪ Senior Does: Any doe that has freshened, is currently being milked, or is a 
dry/precocious milker. 

▪ Senior Does (special case): Any doe over 24 months of age that has never 
freshened may only be shown if she is in milk. 

▪ Senior Bucks: Any buck over 12 months of age. 
Senior Grand Champion: Selected from the 1st place winners of all Senior age classes. 
Senior Reserve Champion: Selected after the Senior Grand Champion. Eligible animals 
include: 

▪ The 2nd place doe from the Senior Grand Champion’s age class, and 
▪ The remaining animals in the Senior 1st place winner line-up. 

 

COMBINED SHOW - Does and Bucks 
Eligibility: In a Combined Show, both Junior and Senior animals are exhibited together 
under one sanction.  Senior Bucks: any buck 12 months of age or older. 
Grand Champion:  

▪ Selected from the 1st place winners of all the combined age classes; or 
▪ A Junior Champion and Senior Champion can be named and then compete 

head-to-head for Grand Champion. Optional: Junior and Senior Reserve 
Champion can also be named if the judge desires. 

Reserve Champion: Selected after the Grand Champion.  Eligible animals include:  
▪ The 2nd place doe/buck from the Grand Champion’s age class, and 
▪ The remaining animals in the 1st place winner line-up, or 
▪ The remaining Junior/Senior Grand Champion and Reserve Champions. 
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F. WINNING A LEG TOWARD CHAMPIONSHIP  
1. No animal shall receive credit for a leg unless it has a permanent legible tattoo(s) or EID 

(microchip) before it enters the ring. The tattoo(s) (or EID) must match the one(s) recorded 
on the registration certificate. Lack of tattoo, EID, illegibility, or the information included in 
the aforementioned documents not matching the tattoo(s) (or EID) on the animal shall not 
prevent the animal from receiving the MDGA rosette.  

 

2. Any disqualified animal must NOT be counted in the total number shown.  
 

3. The sanction requirements for MDGA Shows to qualify for awarding championship legs 
are as follows: 

 

▪ In All shows, a Minimum of Eight (8) Animals, and Two (2) Exhibitors must participate. 
▪ In a Combined Doe Show, at least Five (5) Does must be in milk. 
▪ In a Combined Buck Show, at least Three (3) Bucks must be Twelve (12) months or 

older. 
 

4. With MDGA's live show program, your animals can earn permanent champion titles. 
If a doe has multiple award titles, such as a Virtual Champion (VCH) and Finished 
Champion (FCH), the Live show title should show first on the animal’s updated registration 
certificate.  

Example “FVCH.” The same applies to when a milk award is added to a goat’s registration “*P”, the 
prefix adds an “M” like so: “FMCH,” “FVMCH,” “VMCH,” etc. 
 

To earn a Finished Championship title (FCH), a goat must earn three FCH leg awards 
under at least two different judges. One leg may be restricted; the others must be 
unrestricted.  
 

Senior Does: 
(a) Senior Does awarded Grand Champion in her Senior Division/Breed shall be entitled to 
an unrestricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 does, which include at least 5 does in milk 
within the division/breed, shall be entitled to an unrestricted leg. 
(b) Senior Does awarded Grand Champion in a Combined Show over at least 8 does, 
which include at least 5 does in milk, shall be entitled to an unrestricted leg. 
(c) Senior Does awarded Best In Show when two or more divisions/breeds are exhibited 
in the Best in Show Lineup shall be awarded an unrestricted leg if one was not already 
earned when awarded Grand Champion.  At least one division/breed must meet official 
requirements listed in (a) or (b). 
 

Junior Does: 
(a) Junior Does awarded Grand Champion in her Junior Division/Breed shall be entitled to 
a restricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 does exhibited within the division/breed. 
(b) Junior Does awarded Grand Champion in a Combined Show shall be entitled to a 
restricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 does entered with a minimum of 5 senior does in 
milk within the division/breed. 
(c) Junior Does awarded Best In Show when two or more divisions/breeds are exhibited in 
the Best In Show Lineup shall be awarded a restricted leg if one was not already earned 
when awarded Grand Champion. At least one division/breed must meet official 
requirements listed in (a) or (b). 
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Senior Bucks: 
(a) Senior Bucks awarded Grand Champion in his Senior Division/Breed shall be entitled 
to an unrestricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 bucks exhibited within the 
division/breed. 
(b) Senior Bucks awarded Grand Champion in a Combined Show shall be entitled to an 
unrestricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 bucks entered with 3 bucks being 12 months 
or older. 
(c) Senior Bucks awarded Best In Show when two or more divisions/breeds are exhibited 
in the Best in Show Lineup shall be awarded an unrestricted leg if one was not already 
earned when awarded Grand Champion. At least one division/breed must meet official 
requirements listed in (a) or (b). 
 
  
Junior Bucks: 
 (a) Junior Bucks awarded Grand Champion in his Junior Division/Breed shall be entitled 
to a restricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 goats exhibited within the division/breed. 
(b) Junior Bucks awarded Grand Champion in a Combined Show shall be entitled to an 
unrestricted leg if there are a minimum of 8 bucks entered, with 3 bucks being 12 months 
or older. 
(c) Junior Bucks awarded Best In Show when two or more divisions/breeds are exhibited 
in the Best In Show Lineup shall be awarded a restricted leg if one was not already earned 
when awarded Grand Champion.  At least one division/breed must meet official 
requirements listed in (a) or (b). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. GROUP CLASSES 
Group classes provide exhibitors the opportunity to highlight the strength and consistency of 
their breeding programs. Unlike individual classes, which evaluate a single animal, group 
classes emphasize uniformity, type, and production traits across related animals within a 
herd. By showing groups of animals together, exhibitors demonstrate the quality, depth, and 
continuity of their breeding efforts. All animals entered in a group class must be of the same 
breed. 
Group Classes at MDGA-sanctioned shows must be listed in the published class listing. These 
classes are encouraged but entirely optional as they are not officially sanctioned by MDGA. 
Placings in Group Classes do not count toward individual animal championship legs. Shows 
may award special rosettes to winners, and MDGA will highlight results and photos on the 
Live Show Results section of the website — giving exhibitors well-earned recognition and 
bragging rights. The Group Class results form can be utilized to record winners during the 
show.  It is included in the Show Committee Packet. 
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Available Group Classes 

Class Description Rules 

Junior Get of Sire 3 Junior does, all dry, the get of one sire. Sire must be named.  

Senior Get of Sire 3 Senior does, all in milk, the get of one sire. Sire must be named. 

Get of Sire 3 does, the get of one sire. Sire must be named. 

Dam & Daughter Dam and her daughter. Both in milk. Dam must be named. 

Son & Sire Sire and his son. Sire must be named. 

Produce of Dam 2 milking does from the same dam. Dam must be named. 

Dairy Herd 4 does in milk. All must be owned by the 
exhibitor. 

Herd 4 does. All must be owned by the 
exhibitor. 

Best 3 Juniors 3 Junior does. All must be owned by the 
exhibitor. 

3 Generations Granddam, Daughter, Granddaughter - 
does. 

All must be named. 

Breeder’s Herd 2 Junior and 2 Senior does. All bred by same breeder. 

Breeder’s Trio 3 does. All bred by same breeder. 

 
H. REPORTS  
1. Before the date of judging, a triplicate Report of Awards (ROA) shall be sent by the MDGA 

Live Show Chair to the Show Chairman.  
 

2. This Report of Awards should be recorded and completed in its entirety by the show 
secretary, except for signatures and the judge’s notations. The information of the breed 
judged should be completed before the judging of the next breed begins.  

 

3. The Show Secretary shall take all tattoo (or EID) information from the Judge only and as 
he/she reads it on the animal. The Judge is the only authority on what tattoos (or EID) are 
on the animal. When a registration certificate indicates an animal has been re-tattooed, 
the Judge may disregard duplication of tattoo or of individual letters or numbers of tattoo 
which, in the opinion of the Judge, are the result of re-tattooing.  

 

4. The owner of the animal is responsible for certifying that all information about his/her 
animal and the win is correct on the Report of Awards to the best of his/her knowledge.  

 

5. The Show Secretary and Show Chairperson are responsible for certifying that every detail 
on the Report of Awards is correct to the best of their knowledge.  
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6. A judge may refuse to sign the Report of Awards. If so, they must contact the MDGA Live 
Show Chair no later than the next working day from the show date and make a full report.  

 

7. The Judge shall certify that all of the tattoos (or EID) on the winning animals are recorded 
on the Report of Awards exactly as they are on the animals and that all of the Best of 
Breed were present in the Best in Show class. All tattoo spaces provided shall be filled. If 
there is no tattoo, the judge shall write “none.” If the tattoo is illegible, the judge shall write 
“illegible”. If the animal has an EID, the judge shall record the EID information in the 
microchip blank. If the tattoo(s) (or EID) on the animal does not match the registration 
certificate, the judge shall draw a line through the tattoo information (or EID information) 
on the Report of Awards and write “tattoo incorrect” (or “EID incorrect”) in the space above 
it.  

 

8. The Judge, Show Secretary, Show Chairperson, and the winning exhibitors shall sign the 
Report of Awards. The Judge keeps the pink copy for their records; the yellow copy is for 
the club/association; and the white copy is sent to the MDGA mailing address by the 
Show Chair within two weeks. 

 

9. After the completion of the show, the Report of Awards shall not be added to or changed 
by anyone, except by proper review and action of the MDGA show committee.  

 

10. If an MDGA-sanctioned show is held, the report of awards must be completed and 
returned to the MDGA office for all breeds originally sanctioned within 10 days, regardless 
of the number of entries shown in each breed division.  
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MEASURING HEIGHT 
 
Judges are responsible for taking accurate measurements of all goats that win the awards 
(Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, and Best of Breed), and any goat appearing 
close to the maximum height (except Experimentals).  At shows, each judge is responsible for 
making sure an accurate measuring device is available.  The device should have a vertical 
bar with clearly marked increments in quarter inches, and a bottom that can be held flat 
against the floor.  The device also needs to have a movable horizontal bar with a 
level.  Below are suggestions for taking accurate measurements: 

● Make sure the goat is standing on a solid, flat surface such as asphalt or concrete, 
when available. 

● The handler should hold the animal’s collar so the head is held up in a natural position. 
● Front legs should be placed directly under the withers. 
● Rear legs should be placed such that the hocks are directly under the pins. 
● Neither front nor rear legs should be splayed outward; neither should they be placed 

abnormally close under the animal. 
● The horizontal bar should be positioned above the withers and then dropped onto the 

highest point on the withers and locked into place. 
● Read the height on the vertical bar. 
● If there is any question about accuracy, repeat the process. 
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DETERMINING GENERATION AND PERCENTAGES  
 
Determining Generation 
 
The Miniature Dairy Goat breeds are typically created by breeding a purebred standard dairy 
doe to a purebred Nigerian Dwarf buck.  The generation of any purebred parent is 
considered “0” (zero).  The offspring is one generation higher than the lower parent, so in this 
initial cross described here, both parents are of the “0” generation, so the kids would be “first” 
generation.   

When two first generations are used for breeding, the resulting kids are second generation, 
and when two goats that are second generation are bred together, those offspring would be 
third generation. 

Many breeders use adults of differing generations to produce kids.  The resulting kids are still 
one generation higher than the lower generation parent.  For example, when a first 
generation is bred to a third generation, the kids would be second generation.  Sometimes a 
higher generation is bred to a purebred, with this being an example:   a fifth-generation Mini-
Nubian is bred to a purebred Nubian.  Since the purebred Nubian is of the “0” generation, the 
resulting kids will be first generation. 

Determining Percentages 
 
When two purebred goats of different breeds are mated, the resulting kids are said to be 
50/50.  (They are 50% of each breed.)  When two 50/50 animals are mated, the offspring 
remain 50/50.  In Miniature Dairy Goats, the first number represents the percentage of the 
standard breed, and the second number represents the percentage of Nigerian Dwarf. 

If a 50/50 Miniature is bred to a purebred, the purebred’s percentages should be thought of 
as 100/0.  To determine the resulting kid’s percentages, one should determine the average 
of the first numbers (50 and 100).  Calculate:  50 + 100 = 150, and 150 divided by 2 = 75.  So, the 
kid is 75% of the purebred’s breed.  Now determine the average of the second numbers (50 
and 0).  Calculate:  50 + 0 = 50 and 50 divided by 2 = 25.  So the kid is 25% Nigerian Dwarf.  This 
kid’s percentages will be listed as 75/25. 

Breeders and judges should keep in mind the MDGA “70/30 Rule”.  Because the ideal 
Miniature Dairy Goat is a blend of the Nigerian Dwarf breed and a standard dairy breed, in 
order to be registered as an American or a Purebred, a goat must be no more than 70% of 
one breed (and consequently, no less than 30% of the opposite breed). 
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FOUR MDGA HERDBOOKS 
 
General Information 
The Miniature Dairy Goat Association registers animals that are the offspring of a registered 
standard dairy goat and a purebred, registered Nigerian Dwarf dairy goat. The parents of the 
animal for which the registration application is being made must be registered as American 
or Purebred with the following associations: American Dairy Goat Association, American Goat 
Society, Nigerian Dwarf Goat Registry, or the Canadian Goat Society. (Recorded Grades and 
Experimentals will be covered later.) 

Acceptable parent breeds for Miniature Dairy Goats include: Alpine, LaMancha, Nubian, 
Golden Guernsey, Oberhasli, Saanen, Sable, Toggenburg, and Nigerian Dwarf. Those breeds 
that are NOT acceptable include: Pygmy, Boer, Angora, or any other non-dairy goat breed.  

As the generations from the original crossbreeding advance, MDGA uses different categories 
for registrations. These categories are referred to as Herdbooks, and MDGA has four of 
these- Grade, Experimental, American, and Purebred.  

Grade Herdbook 
     In the Grade Herdbook, MDGA may accept for registry some animals that do not qualify to 
be registered in the Experimental, American, or Purebred Herdbooks. Grade animals may be 
shown in any MDGA show sanctioned for Experimentals. 

Both BUCKS and DOES will be accepted into the Grade Herd-book if they meet the criteria in 
the matrix: 

1. The offspring is a result of the mating of a goat of unknown ancestry and is bred to a 
registered Purebred, American, Experimental, or Grade Miniature Dairy goat. 
The offspring is a result of the mating of a goat crossbreed of two or more different 
registered dairy breeds, bred to a registered Nigerian Dwarf or registered Purebred, 
American, Experimental, or Grade Miniature Dairy goat. 

2. The Miniature breed type (i.e. Mini Nubian, Mini LaMancha, Mini Alpine, Mini Guernsey, 
Mini Oberhasli, Mini Saanen, Mini Sable, Mini Toggenburg) of the animal must be listed 
on the application. 

 
Experimental Herdbook 
“Experimentals” are Miniatures that are usually first or second generations (F1 and F2). These 
“Experimentals are miniature dairy goats that are usually first- or second-generation 
miniature dairy goats (F1 and F2). These individuals do not have to meet the breed standards 
of their chosen breed. Any third-generation or higher miniature dairy goat that does not meet 
the standards for the specific breed will also be registered as an “Experimental” with a * after 
the registration number indicating it does not conform. 
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American Herdbook 
“Americans” are miniature dairy goats that are usually third-, fourth-, and fifth-generation 
miniature dairy goats (F3, F4, and F5). Each animal MUST meet ALL standards for its specific 
breed and must be no more than 70% of either of the original breeds (standard dairy goat and 
Nigerian Dwarf). If an animal belongs to one of these generations but does not meet ALL 
standards for its specific breed, it will be entered into the “Experimental” herdbook instead of 
into the “American” herdbook with * after the registration number. 
This is in accordance with MDGA’s 70/30 Rule, which requires that a goat have no more than 
70% or no less than 30% of either of its parent breeds in order for it to be accepted in the 
“American” and “Purebred” herdbooks. 
 
Purebred Herdbook 
“Purebreds” are miniature dairy goats that are sixth-generation (F6) or higher. A 
“Purebred” MUST meet ALL standards for its specified breed and must meet the conditions 
of the *70/30 Rule. If an animal belongs to one of these generations but does not meet ALL 
standards for its specific breed, it will be entered into the “Experimental” herdbook instead of 
into the “Purebred” herdbook with * after the registration number. 
*This is in accordance with MDGA’s 70/30 Rule, which requires that a goat have no more than 
70% or no less than 30% of either of its parent breeds for it to be accepted in the “American” 
and “Purebred” herdbooks. 
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SHOW AND MILK AWARDS 
 

Show Prefixes 

FCH = Finished Champion; awarded when a goat wins a Grand Champion award three 
different times. 

FMCH = Finished Champion; awarded when a goat achieves both Champion status and earns 
a production award. With this award, the animal becomes a Permanent Grand Champion. 

VCH = Virtual Finished Champion; Awarded when a goat wins a Grand Champion award in an 
MDGA virtual show three different times under at least two different judges. 

VMCH = Virtual Finished Champion; Awarded when a goat both wins a Grand Champion 
award in an MDGA virtual show three different times under at least two different judges and 
earns a production award. 

FCH VCH—Awarded when an animal becomes a Live Show Finished Champion as well as a 
Virtual Show Finished Champion.  FCH is listed first when an animal has won both FCH and 
VCH awards. 

Production Suffixes 

Does may have multiple stars.  If the daughter of a *P (MDGA registered) earns a star, the 
daughter becomes a two-star producer (2*P).  Each generation in an unbroken line adds a star 
number.  For instance, the fourth doe in the line receiving a star would be a 4*P. 

*P = Awarded to a doe that has been tested for milk ability and has successfully produced the 
required amount of milk or butter fat poundage. 

*B (star buck) = A buck that has had its dam, sire, and/or sire’s dam earn a production star (*P). 

+B (plus buck) = A buck that has three *P daughters out of three different dams, OR two +B 
sons, OR two *P daughters and one +B son. 

++B (two plus buck) = A buck that has three *P daughters out of three different dams and two 
+B sons. 

+*B (plus star buck) = A buck that has had its dam, sire, and/or sire’s dam earn a production 
star (*P) AND has three *P daughters out of three different dams, OR two +B sons, OR two *P 
daughters and one +B son. 
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SUGGESTED JUDGES’ CONTRACT 
 

This agreement, made and entered into this the <day> of <month>, <year> by and between 
the club (party of the first part) known as <club name> with the acting Show Chairman by the 
name of <show chair>, and the Show’s Judge (party of the second part) by the name <judge 
name>. 
 
Party of the second part, hereafter called the Judge.  Witnesseth that the Judge for and in 
consideration of the covenants, conditions, agreements, and stipulations of the Club 
hereafter expressed, does hereby agree to furnish to the Club services, as follows: 
 
Judging: <Name of Show> – ADGA (Nubian & Nigerian) and MDGA (Mini Nubian) 
Show Sanctions: <ADGA/MDGA Junior & Senior Does> 
Location: <Event Site and Complete Address> 
Show Date: <Day of Week – Month, Date, Year > 
 
Fees and provisions paid to the judge by the organization upon completion of the agreement 
include: Judge Fee of $<fee>, airfare, mileage (IRS standard mileage rate), tolls, hotel, meals, 
and miscellaneous. 
 

Show Arrangements:  
      The following items will be available to the judge while they are judging:  

Anti-Bacterial Wipes, Beverages, Snacks 
 
Please list a few of your specific beverage and snack favorites:  
 
Other items you will need while judging:  
  
 
Show Chairman: <Show Chair – First Last> 
Complete Address: <Show Chair Address> 
Telephone: <Show Chair Phone> E-Mail: <Show Chair Email> 
 

Signature: __________________________________ Date:__________________ 
 
Judge: <Judge Name – First Last> 
Complete Address: <Judge Address> 
Telephone: <Judge Phone> E-Mail: <Judge Email> 
 
 

Signature: __________________________________ Date:___________________ 
 

A copy of the judge’s contract should be submitted by the Show Committee when completing the online 
sanction application. 
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EXPLANATION & KEY FOR REPORT OF AWARDS 
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MDGA VIRTUAL SHOWS – Judges’ Guidance 
 

The Miniature Dairy Goat Association (MDGA) offers MDGA-sanctioned Virtual Shows as an 
additional opportunity for members to participate in the show program and earn MDGA 
Virtual awards and titles. Virtual Shows are designed to increase accessibility, encourage 
participation, and provide educational feedback while maintaining consistency with MDGA 
breed standards and judging philosophy. 
 
MDGA Virtual Shows are conducted entirely online using the official MDGA Virtual Show 
platform. Judges work from a secure website that displays all required photographs and 
identifying information for each entry. Virtual Shows are photo-based only. No live animal 
evaluation, movement assessment, or hands-on examination is possible in this format. 
 
MDGA Virtual Shows are administered through the Virtual Show Committee, with the Virtual 
Show Chair serving as the primary point of contact for judges. Judges are selected and 
contracted by the Virtual Show Chair, and a signed judging agreement is required. The Virtual 
Show Chair coordinates assignments, timelines, and communication to support a consistent 
and efficient judging experience. 

 
Photographic Requirements and Presentation 

MDGA Virtual Show entries are submitted using a standardized set of photographs intended 
to replicate the views a judge would typically observe in the show ring. 

Senior Does are presented with five required images: side, rear, front, top, and fore udder 
views. Junior Does and Bucks are presented with four required images: side, rear, front, and 
top views. 

These required views are consistent across all entries and provide the basis for class 
comparisons. 

MDGA provides exhibitors with specific guidance for capturing Virtual Show photographs, 
including positioning, angles, and acceptable surfaces. These standards are designed to 
ensure uniformity and fairness across entries and to closely reflect how animals are 
presented in the ring. 

Only entries meeting these photographic requirements are accepted into the show. Judges 
can proceed with the understanding that submitted images have been reviewed for 
compliance with MDGA Virtual Show standards. 
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Photographic Examples 

Junior Doe 

 

Senior Doe 

 

Junior Buck 

 

Senior Buck 

 

 
Scope of Evaluation 
Judges should evaluate each animal solely on the photographs and information provided. 
Placings should be based on visible traits consistent with the MDGA scorecard and breed 
standards, with evaluation framed within the four major categories of General Appearance, 
Dairy Strength, Body Capacity, and Mammary System as they can be observed in still images. 
 
Because Virtual Shows are limited to photographs: 

• Judges should not make definitive conclusions about movement, height, scale, udder 
texture, or other traits that require live observation or physical examination; however, 
judges may consider what is visible in the images and use appropriate qualifying 
language, such as “appears to be” when referencing these traits. 

• Judges should not penalize animals for traits that cannot be clearly evaluated from the 
submitted images. 

• Height should not be evaluated or commented on in Virtual Shows. 
• Faults or disqualifications should only be applied when they are clearly and 

unmistakably visible in the photographs. 
 

Judges should use language that reflects the photo-based nature of the evaluation and 
avoid definitive statements about traits that cannot be confirmed visually. 
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Placings and Written Reasons 
Judges should place all animals in each class. Written reasons should be provided for each 
animal placed within the top ten placings of a class, with additional written reasons provided 
at the judge’s discretion. Reasons should be comparative, educational, and grounded in 
observable traits, consistent with MDGA judging standards. 
 
In addition to class placings, judges should select and provide written reasons for the 
following awards when applicable: 

• Best Udder in each class of milkers 
• Best Udder of Breed 
• Champion and Reserve Champion selections 
• Best of Breed 
• Best Udder in Show 
• Best of Show 

 

Udder evaluations in Virtual Shows should be limited to visible attributes such as attachment, 
shape, balance, and teat placement. 
 
Relationship to Live Shows and MDGA Awards 
MDGA Virtual Shows are an official part of the MDGA show program. Results from Virtual 
Shows contribute toward MDGA Virtual Champion (VCH) awards, as defined elsewhere in this 
manual. 
 
Virtual Show results do not replace or substitute for evaluations performed in MDGA Live 
Shows. Live Shows remain the standard for full structural, movement, and hands-on 
evaluation. Both formats serve important and complementary roles in supporting breeder 
education, participation, and the advancement of miniature dairy goat breeds. 
 
Judges serving in MDGA Virtual Shows should uphold the same standards of 
professionalism, fairness, and educational intent that apply to all MDGA-sanctioned judging 
assignments. 
 
MDGA Virtual Show Website 
Information about MDGA Virtual Shows, including entry details, exhibitor guidelines, and 
general program information, is available on the official MDGA Virtual Show website: 
https://vshow.miniaturedairygoats.net/. 
 
This website serves as a central resource for the Virtual Show program and provides insight 
into how entries are structured, how animals are presented, and the expectations 
communicated to exhibitors. Judges may find it helpful to review this information to better 
understand the context in which Virtual Show entries are prepared and submitted. 
 
 

 

https://vshow.miniaturedairygoats.net/
https://vshow.miniaturedairygoats.net/
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